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WAR DEPARTMENT. 
W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War. 


Brigadier-General ZH. D, Townsend, Adjutant-Generas, 
G. O. No. 181, Wasuuneton, Dec. 3, 1874. 

Publishes a table of the price of clothing and equip- 
age for the Army of the United States, with the allow- 
ance to each soldier for clothing in kind during each 
year of his enlistment, and the money allowance there- 
for for each month and year, is approved and pub- 
lished for the information and guidance-of all con- 
cerned. It will take effect on the 1st of January, 1875, 
and will remain in force until further orders. 

The allowance of Helmets and Dress Caps will be 
one the first and one the third year of enlistment. 

Campaign Hats will be issued only to troops on the 
frontier, or in active campaign. 

One Garrison, two Storm-flags, and two Halliards 
will constitute the yearly allowance for each post or 
garrison. 

Old-pattern clothing, when not invoiced as ‘‘ new 
Uniform,” will be charged at the prices fixed in Gen- 
eral Orders No. 75, A.-G. O., 1871, and will be design- 
ated on the Return of Clothing, Camp and Garrison 
Equipage, as ‘‘ old pattern.” 





G.O. No. 1, WAsHIneToN, Jan. 2, 1875. 
Whenever a Disbursing Officer of the War Depart- 
ment receives a Treasury draft on a depository not 
specially designated for the use of this Department, he 
will endorse the draft and deposit it to his official 
credit in some one of the depositories so designated and 
in use under orders from this office. 





Casualties among the Commissioned Officers of the U. 8. 
Army reported to the Adjutant-General’s Office during 
the week ending Saturday, Janaary 2, 1874. 


Major Eugene H. Abadie, Surgeon—Died Decem- 
ber 22, 1874, at St. Louis, Mo. 

Captain William H. Bartholomew, Sixteenth Infan- 
try—Died December 25, 1874, at Little Rock, Ark. 

Second Lieutenant Albert V. Amet, Seventh Infan- 
try—Died December 16, 1874, at Fort Shaw, Montana 
Territory. 

Second Lieutenant Edwin T. Howard, Twelfth In- 
fantry—Resigned January 1, 1875. 





ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS. 


1 suedfrom the War Department, Adjutant-General’s Office, for 
the week ending January 5, 1875. 


Wednesday, December 23. 


A General Court-martial is hereby appointed to meet 
at St. Louis Barracks, Missouri, on the 30th day of 
December, 1874, or as soon thereafter as practicable, 
for the trial of Private Combs Pinney, General 
Mounted Service U. 8. Army, and such other prison- 
ers as may be brought before it. Detail for the court: 
Surgeon B. A. Clements; Captain Owen Hale, Seventh 
Cavalry; First Lieutenants F. 8. Davidson, Ninth Cav- 
alry; C. C. Cresson, First Cavalry; W. H. Beck, Tenth 
Cavalry; Assistant Surgeon J. B. Hamilton, Judge- 
Advocate of the Court. No other officers than those 
named can be assembled without manifest injury to 
the service. The Court is authorized to sit without 
regard to hours. 

ve of absence for eight month, with permission 
to go beyond sea, is granted Major E. F. Townsend, 
Ninth Infantry (Camp Sheridan, Nebraska). 

Leave of absence for one year on Surgeon’s certifi- 
cate of disability is granted Colonel A. C. Gillem, First 
Cavalry (Benicia Barracks, California). 

Lieutenant-Colonel W. L. Elliott, First Cavalry, is 
relieved from duty in the Military Division of the 
Atlantic and will proceed without delay to join his 
regiment, 

o be discharged.—Privates William Hutchinson, E, 
Seventeenth Infantry, now on furlough in Washing- 
ton; Fritz Glarner, F, Third Artillery, now with his 
command; Francis A. Biffar, A, Fifth Cavalry, now 
supposed to be with his command. 

he leave of absence granted First Lieutenant 
Anthony W. Vogdes, Fourth Infantry (Fort Fetterman, 
be? T.), in Special Orders No. 168, November 10, 
1874, from Headquarters Department of the Platte, is 
extended five months. 

The extension of leave of absence granted Major 
Henry C. Merriam, Twenty-fourth Infantry, in Special 
Orders No. 122, June. 3, 1874, from this office, is 
further extended ten days. 

The extension of leave of absence granted First Lieu- 
tenant Horace P. Sherman, Fifteenth Infantry, in 
Special Orders No. 47, October 28, 1874, from Head- 
quarters of the Army, is further extended thirty days. 

To correct his record on the rolls, so much of 8. 0. 
No. 182, Par. 52, dated March 18, 1865, from this 
Office, as discharged First Lieutenant Andrew W: 





Jr., 189th Pennsylvania Volunteers, is revoked, he 
having previously been discharged. 
Thursday, December 24. 

10 be discharged,—Sergeant Major August Knoflach, 
Fifth Cavalry, now with his command; Privates Jacob 
Connor, A, Fifteenth Infantry, now with his com- 
mand; Joseph Malone, H, Second Artillery, now with 
his command. 

Restored without trial and transferred.—The follow- 
ing named enlisted men, to K, 2nd Cavalry: 2nd Class 
Private John‘ Andrews, E, Battalion of Engineers; 
Privates Charles Fersch, D, First Cavalry; Thomas G. 
Pennington, G, Fifth Cavalry. 

Par. 7,8 O. No. 24, February 5, 1874, from this 
office, directing the transfer of Private James Greer, 
ee ged C, iecsad Cavalry, to Company A, Twenty- 
third Infantry, is revoked. 

[No Special Orders were issued from the Adjutant- 
General’s Office on Friday, December 25, 1874, Satur- 
day, December 26, 1874, and on Tuesday, December 
29, 1874]. 

Monday, December 28. 


The sum of thirty dollars paid on vouchers certified 
by Major William H. Brown, Eighteenth Infantry, 
commanding at Atlanta, Ga., in August, 1874, for the 
apprehension and delivery at that post of Sergeant 
John Welch, Company B, Second Infantry, as a de- 
serter, will be stop from the pay of Major Brown, 
it appearing that Sergeant Welch was absent by proper 
authority at the time of his arrest. 

To be discharged.—Privates Edmund Powers, A, 
Twelfth Infantry, to date December 5, 1873; Francis 
A. Biffar, A, Fifth Cavalry, now with his command. 

Captain L. 8. Babbitt, Ordnance Department, and 
First Lieutenant W. T. Hartz, Fifteenth Infantry, are 
detailed as members of the General Court-martial ap- 
pointed by Par. 1, S. O. No. 275, December 23, 1874, 
from this office, to meet at St. Louis Barracks, Mo., 
on the 30th instant, vice First Lieutenant C. C. Cres- 
son, First Cavalry, and First Lieutenant W. H. Beck, 
Tenth ae hereby relieved. 

Revoked.—Discharge of Private Francis A. Biffar, A, 
Fifth Cavalry. 


Wednesday, December 30. 


To be discharged.—Privates Thomas Clark, General 
Service U. 8. Army, now at the Recruiting Rendez- 
vous, San Francisco; John McGuire, First Dragoons; 
Daniel Pettibone, E, Second Battalion Eighteenth In- 
fantry. 

Revoked. —'Transfer of Private Daniel B. Pettibone, 
E, Second Battalion Eighteenth Infantry, to B, Thir- 
teenth Infantry; discharge of Private John C. McVay, 
L, First Cavalry. 

The leave of absence granted Major J. E. Yard, 
Twentieth Infantry (Fort Pembina, D. T.), in Special 
Orders No. 262, November 30, 1874, from Headquar- 
ters Department of Dakota, is extended three months 
and fifteen days. 

On the recommendation of the Surgeon-General, As- 
sistant Surgeon R. H. White is relieved from duty in 
the Department of the Gulf, and will rejoin his proper 
station in the Military Division of the Atlantic. 

The leave of absence heretofore granted First Lieu- 
tenant F. M. Lynde, First Infantry (Fort Columbus, 
N. Y. H.), is extended two days. 

Transportation for Soldiers’ Home.—Furnished John 
H. Hammond, formerly bugler, G, Rifle Regiment, 
New Orleans, La; George Lindsay, formerly artificer 
of Ordnance, Augusta, Ga.; John Lawton, formerly 
private, D, Twenty-second Infantry, Fort Wayne, 
Mich.; Michael Burke, formerly private, K, Eleventh 
Infantry, from New York City. 

[No Special Orders were issued from the Adjutant- 
General’s Office on the following dates: Thursday. 
December 31, 1874; Friday, January 1, 1875, and 
Saturday, January 2, 1875]. 


Monday, January 4. 

Pursuant to the act of Congress, approved Juye 22, 
1874, published in General Orders No. 87, July 10, 
1874, from this office, entitled ‘‘An act to authorize 
the construction of a bridge across the Mississippi 
River at or near the City of La Crosse, in the State of 
Wisconsin,” a Board of Engineers to consist of Col- 
onel J..N. Macomb, jors Godfrey Weitzel, W. E. 
Merrill, will convene at Crosse on the 18th day of 
January, 1875, or as soon thereafter as practicable. 
The Board will comely with such of the requirements 
of the act mentioned as are contemplated for their ac- 
tion, and will make their report and recommendations 
to this Department. The junior memberof the Board 
will act as Recorder. 

The extension of leave of absence granted Second 
Lieutenant Charles F. Roe, Second Cav (Fort Ellis, 
Montana Territory), in Special Orders No. 101, De- 
cember 24, 1874, from Headquarters-Military Division 
of the Missouri, is further extended three months. 


Tuesday, January 5. 

A General Court-martial is hereby appointed to meet 
at Willet’s Point, N. FY: H., on the 12th day of Janu- 
ary, 1875, or as soon thereafter as practicable, for the 
trial of Second Class Private Wait W. Gibbons, A, 
Battalion of Pouincers, and such other prisoners as 
may be ‘ore it. The following officers of 
the Corps of yee Adetailed for the court; 

r, 


Captains James W. Cuyler, W. R. Livermore; First 
Lieutenant B. D. ibene: Second Lioutehmnte W. H. 





atson, | Bixby, H. 8, Taber, W. T, Rossell, T. W Symons, 





Las Lieutenant James Mercur, judge-advocate of the 
urt. 


George Bushey, late private, M, Sixth Ca’ , now 
confined in the ssvane Penitentiary, New York (Gen- 
eral Court-martial Orders No. 381, War Department, 
Adjiant-Geneenl's Office, Washington 
will be removed to Fort Columbus, N. Y. » Which - 
post is designated as his place of confinement, to serve ~ 
out the unexecuted portion of his sentence to confine- 
ment. The commanding officer Fort Columbus, N. Y. 
H., is charged with the execution of this order. The 
Quartermaster’s Department will furnish the necessary 
transportation. 

Transportation furnished to enter Soldiers’ Home.— 
Private James Morris, General Service U. 8. Army, 
Newport Barrac Ky. (disc! ); Michael Hosey, 
formerly private, F, Third Arti 

Discharged.—Sergeant Walter Scott, L, Fourth Cav" 
alry; Private William Glenron, A, oth infantry; Ser- 
geant Pierce G. Clinger, D, Sixth Cavalry. 


MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 


Medical Officers in charge of Hospital are forbidden 
to procure from any other source than the Subsistence 
Depart, all those articles included in the Army 

on. 
_ For all purchases made, receipted bills shall be taken 
in duplicate, on forms furnished by the Surgeon-Gen- 
eral, forming vouchers to the Monthly Statement of 
Hospital Fund. 

The monthly statement with one set of vouchers will 
be forwarded to the Surgeon-General, and a duplicate, 
without vouchers, to the Medical r of De- 
partment. The duplicate set of vouchers shall be re-. 
tained as a part of the Hospital Records. 





The Secretary of War December 18 transmitted to 
the House of Representatives a communication from 
the Chief of Ordnance, inviting attention to the clause 
of the Sundry Civil Appropriations act of June 28, 
1874, which appropriates $13,400 to the Rock Island 
aeuige with a proviso that ‘ one-half of which sum 
shall be reimbursed to the Government by the Chicago, 
Rock Island, and Pacific Railroad Company,” with re- 

uest that the matter be brought to the attention of 
Jongress, to the end that the proviso may be repealed. 

The communication of Brigadier-General 8. V. 
Benét urges the repeal of the proviso referred to on 
the ground that there was a mception of the ir- 
tention of the Department im its annual estimate for 
the fiscal year 1874-5. It was intended to ask for 
$13,400 for repairs and additional machinery for the 
draw of this bridge, to be expended ow it by the 
United States as its share—one-half—of the cost of 
such repairs and machinery; the whole cost bein 
$26,800, to_be shared jointly ny the United States an: 
the said railroad company. The $10,000 was added 
by the bureau to its estimate of $13,400, making $23, - 

in all; the $10,000 to be expended in the care and 
preservation of the bridge. The bill as reduces 
the amount to be expended by the Bureau one- 
half. Without the use of the whole $18,400 by the 
United States for repairs and machinery, such repairs 
will have to be deferred until a special appropriation 
can be obtained authorizing the ture of the 
amount, during which time there is of the de- 
struction of the floor beams of both decks of the bridge 
from rot, the replacing of which will be difficult and 
expensive, and will necessitate several weeks’ disuse of 
the bridge. Without the use of the full amount of 
money asked for the care and preservation of the 
bridge, the discontinuance of the draw, and consequent 
obstruction of navigation must soon occur, for the ex- 
pense of such care, etc., cannot be paid out of moneys 
appropriated for other objects. 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURL. 








_ Lieutenant-Gen. P. H. Sheridan: Hag rtrs Chicago, 1a 


The Louisiana Troubles.—The following order has 
been issued by Lieutenant-General Sheridan, dated 
Headquarters of the Military Division of the uri, 
New Orleans, La., January 4—9 p, m.: 

General Orders No. 1.—Under instructions from the 
President of the United States, communicated through 
the Adjutant-General of the Army, the un ed 
eee ese of - De ent of the ] 
consisting 0: tates o: i Arkansas, an 
Mississippi, and the Gulf posts as far eastward and 
embracing Fort Jefferson and Key West, Fla., exclud- 
ing oe | = ro Bay, ve tag con- 
stitute one of the departments of the Di 
ofthe 1 at = tary Division 

ieutenant-General Sheridan sent the following to 
the Hon. Secretary Belknap, dated Hasditatens of 
the Military Division of the Missouri, New Orleans, 
La., Jan. 4, 1875: 

It is with deep regret that I have to announce to you 
the existence in this State of a spirit of defiance to’ all 
lawful authority and an insecurity of life which is 
hardly realized by the General Government or the 
country at large. The lives of citizens have become 
80 jeo that unless something is done to give 
permerne se the people all security usually affo: 

y law will be overridden. Defiance to the laws and 


the murder of individuals seems to be looked upon by 
the community here from a stand; which gives im- 
punity to all who choose to in either, and the 





civil government powerless to or even 
arrest. I have to- assumed over th 
ares have iat 3 wrant 
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Lieutenant-General Sheridan sent the following 
despatch to Secretary Belknap, under date of New 
Orleans, January 5: 

I think the terrorism now existing in Louisiana, Mis- 
— and Arkansas could be entirely removed and 
confidence and fair dealing established, by the arrest 
an trial of the ring-leaders of the armed White 
Le Yues. If Congress would pass a bill declaring them 
banditti, they could be tried by a Military Commission. 
These banditti who murdered men here on the 14th of 
last September, also more recently at Vicksburg, Miss. 
should, in justice to law and order and the peace and 
prosperity of this southern part of the country, be 

. It is possible that if the President would 

a proclamation declaring them banditti, no 

further action need be taken except that which would 
devolve upon me. 

THE ee hee was received, January 5, from 
Major Merrill, enth Cavalry, commanding, by the 
Adjutant-General, Department of the Gulf, and by him 
transmitted to General Sheridan. It is dated Head. 

uarters, District of the Upper Red River, Shreveport, 
ber 30, and reads : Sir : Referring to your tele- 
gram of December 18, directing me in certain events to 
in readiness to suppress violence, and to let it be 
understood that I will do it, I have the honor to report 
that, in view of these instructions, I have been at some 
pains to investigate the probabilities of violence here, 
and ky following are the facts, as nearly as I can as- 
certain : 

The State Returning Board have officially announced 
that the candidates for office in this parish on what is 
known as the Radical ticket are duly and lawfully 
elected. The leaders of the opposing party declare 
that such is not the fact, and that the persons there de- 
clared elected shall not take or hold the offices, This 
determination appears to be well settled, and is so gen- 
erally expressed and approved by a large majority of 
the whites that I have no doubt it is more than an idle 
threat. The expression in many instances is accompa- 
nied by threats of violence and even of death to the 
officers if they attempt to take the offices, and I cannot 
doubt that such threats are very seriously made. They 
are only a repetition of what was at all times the open 
talk of the leaders before the election. Three of the 
officers referred to are members of the lower House of 
the slature, and all three are now in New Orleans. 
The others are Parish Judge Creswell, Sherift Heffner, 
ard several minor officers, the Police Jury, Justices of 
the Peace and Constables. There is on the part of 
most of them such apprehension of danger in assum- 
ing their duties that, a the Parish Judge, I do not 
think any one of them will attempt or could be induced 
to take his office. The Parish Judgeis a man of cour- 
age and coolness, and I cannot tell whether he will at- 
tempt to take his office or not ; I have not seen him 
recently, and have no definite information of his pur- 

As long as any or all of these officers refuse to 
exercise the functions of their office, I conceive I am 
not called upon to do anything in the matter. My in- 
structions cover the following points, and will be car- 
ried out : That I recognize as legal State officials only 
such persons as are recognized as such by the recog- 
nized executive or judicial officers of the State ; that 
in the legal exercise of their duties such officers must 
not be violently disturbed or interfered with, and if 
such violence occurs it shall be my duty to suppress it; 
and that my advice to all persons is that if any ques- 
tion of right exists for any person to hold office that 
= person shall be taken before the proper legal tri- 


The leading Radicals have left. The usual worrying 
and harassing of negroes go on without intermission ; 
but lately no acts of violence have come to my notice. 
Such acts are now confined to plundering, with or 
without some show of legal forms, and driving them 
from their homes to seek places to live elsewhere. 

The ee eee was sent by General 
Sheridan to the Secretary of War, from New Orleans, 
Jan. 6: The city is very ~y to-day. Some of the 
banditti made idle threats last night that they would 
assassinate me because I dared to tell the truth. I am 
not afraid, and will not be senaes from informing the 
Government that there are | ities in this department 
where the very air has been impregnated with assas- 
sination for some years. 


The following tele was sent to General Sheri- 
dan Jan. 6th by the of War: The President 
and all of us have full confidence in and thoroughly 


approve your course. 
he following telegrar: was also sent to General 
Sheridan wy the Secretary of War: I ere you 
hastily to-day answering your despatch. Yon seem to 
fear we will be misled by biased or partial statements 
of your acts. Be assured that the President and Cabi- 
net confide in your wisdom, and rest in the belief that 
all acts of an have been, and will be, judicious. 
This I intended to say in my brief telegram. 


DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA. | 
Brig.-General Alfred H. Terry ; Headquarters, St. Paul, Minn 

First Infantry —Twenty days leave of absence were 
December 24 granted to ‘Lieutenant-Colonel Pinkney 
Lugenbeel (Fort Randall, D. T.) 

Medical Department.—Assistant Surgeon J. H. Kins- 
man, .U. 8. Army, was December 30 “assigned to duty 
at Fort Abrabam Lincoln, D. T. 

ining Board.—In accordance with instructions 


Examining 
from the War Department a board of officers to consist 
of Lieutenant-Colonel W. P. Seventeenth In- 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI. 


Brigqadier-General John Pope: Headquarters, Fort Leavenworth 
Fort Leavenworth—A General Court-martial was ap- 
inted to meet.at Fort Leavenworth, Kas,, Jenuary 4. 

or T. A. McParlin, surgeon, and the following 
officers of the Fifth Infantry were detailed for the 
court: Captains James 8. Casey, Samuel Ovenshine; 

First Lieutenants Mason Carter, Edmund Rice; Second 

Lieutenant F. H. Hathaway. First Lieutenant Ed- 

ward L. Randall, judge-advocate. 

Medical. Department.—A. A. Su n A. T. Fitch, 
O. 8. Army, was December 30 ordered upon his ar- 
rival at Fort , Kas., to proceed, without delay, 
to the — and Arapahoe Agency, reporting, 
upon his val, to the commanding officer of that t 
for duty, relieving A. A. Surgeon J. J. Marston, U. 8. 
Army, who, upon being so relieved, will report, with- 
out ane te the commanding officer Fort Leaven- 
worth, , for duty. 

Tenth Infantry.—Lieutenant-Colonel A. McD. Mc- 
Cook, having reported, in person, at department head- 

uarters, was December 23 announced as acting as- 
sistant inspector-general of the department. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE. 


Briqadier-General Z. O. C. Ord: Headquarters, Omaha, Ned. 

Ninth Infantry.—Leave of absence for one month 
was December 29 granted Captain Edwin Pollock. 

Medical Department.—A. A. Surgeon A. J. Hogg, 
U. 8. Army, was December 29 ordered to take post at 
Fort D. A: Russell, until further orders, to attend the 
sick at that post, at Cheyenne Depot and Camp at 
Cheyenne Depot. 

Fourteenth Infantry.—Upon the recommendation of 
his regimental commander, First Lieutenant Albert 
Austin (D, Fourteenth Infantry), was December 29 at- 
tached to K, Fourteenth Infantry, for temporary duty. 

Fort Bridger.—A General Court-martial was ap- 

ointed to meet at Fort Bridger, W. T., January 4. 

he following officers of the Fourth Infantry were de- 
tailed for the court: Colonel F. F. Flint; Captains 
Charles G. Bartlett, William S. Collier, William H. 
Bisbee; First Lieutenant Thomas F. Quinn; Second 
Lieutenants John Scott, Lewis Merriam. First Lieu- 
tenant George O. Webster, adjutant, judge-advocate. 

Payment of Troops.—Major C. M. Terrill, paymaster, 
was ordered December 29 to pay the troops at Omaha 
Barracks, Fort McPherson, Nowth Platte, Fort Hart- 
suff, and Sidney Barracks; Major T. H. Stanton, pay- 
master, to pay the troops at Forts D. A. Russell, Lara- 
mie, and Fetterman, Camps Robinson and Sheridan; 
Major I. O. Dewey, paymaster to pay the toeepe at 
Camp Douglas, Fort Cameron, Fort Hall, Idaho, 
Camps Stambaugh and Brown, Forts Bridger, Steele, 
and Sanders. 

DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS. 


Brigadier-Gen C. C. Augur; Headquarters, San Antonio, Texas. 

Ninth Cavalry,—Second Lieutenant John Conline 
was December 15 ordered to proceed from Austin, 
Texas, to San Antonio by stage. 

Medical Department.—Assistant Surg@éon Donald 
Jackson, U. 8. Army, was December 21 assigned to 
temporary duty at department headquarters, to date 
from December 14, 1874. Assistant Surgeon Donald 
Jackson, U. 8. Army, on temporary duty at depart- 
ment headquarters, was ordered same date to Denison, 
Texas, and thence to camp of Company G, ‘I'wenty- 
fourth Infantry, reporting to the commanding officer 
thereof for temporary duty. 

Fort Sill, Ind. T.—From this post a correspondent 
writes as follows : ‘‘ Notwithstanding Davidson’s col- 
umn has about laid up for the winter, the main portion 
of the troops are still at work. A detachment under 
Major Schofield, Tenth Cavalry, moved up the Wash- 
ita December 7th to sweep the country west of the 
three agencies (Cheyenne, Witchita and Fort Sill). 
Major Schofield had with him four companies, three of 
Cavalry and one of Infantry, and provisioned and for- 
aged to the end of December. The last news from the 
column was the capture by Keyes’ Company of the 
Tenth Cavalry, fifty-two Cheyennes, with their stock. 
There were twenty-one warriers with the band of Med- 
icine Water’s people. The trail was struck warm on 
the Washita, and followed rapidly ninety miles, to the 
‘Kingfisher, northwest of their agency. From the 
troops at the Post two detachments are out, one under 
Lieutenant Kelly, Tenth Cavalry, at Red River Sta- 
tion, watching for horse thieves and whiskey sellers, 
and one near Fort Arbuckle, under Lieutenant Hat- 
mon, Tenth Cavalry, suppressing whiskey selling and 
horse thieving along the line of Paul’s Valley. Ever 
since the Indian war began the country (Indian Ter- 
ritory) has been filling with the slums of Texas and 
other States. What we now need is a United States 
District Court in the Indian Territory, and that at 
once. While I am writing we are having a severe 
storm of sleet and snow, like the one the column had 
on the Sweetwater, on the 17th and 18th of November 
last, and General Davidson is sending out forage to 
meet the detachment of his troops under Schofield, as 
this storm will undoubtedly delay them. 

The following is a Roster of troops serving at Fort 
Sill, Ind. T., ber 31, 1874: 

Lieutenant-Colonel I. W. Davidson, Tenth Cavalry, 
commanding; — r George Schofield, Tenth Cavalry; 
First Lieutenant 8. L. Woodward, Tenth Cavalry, ad- 
jonas; ae A. G. Robinson, A. Q. M.; Surgeon F. 

Town, U.S. Army; A. A. Surgeons J. McCoy, C. 
W. Hatch; Chaplain’ J. Porter, U.S. Army. 

Company B, Tenth 5g ge J. B. Vande- 
wiele, Lieutenant L. Orleman, Second Lieuten- 
ant J. W. M 


‘Company D, ‘Tenth Cavalry—Captain A. 8.‘ B. 


Com: &. Tenth Cavalry—Captain ©. D. Viel 
y C, — é, 
| Bins Lieutenant J. M. Kelly, Second Licutenont Mi 





Keyes, First Lieutenant R. H. Pratt, Second Lieuten- 
ant E. P. Turner. \ z 

Company F, Tenth Cavalry—Captain W. B. Ken- 
nedy, First Lieutenant Wm. Davis, ond Lieutenant 
Hans Gassman. : 

Company H, Tenth Cavalry—Captain S. H. Carpen- 
ter, First Lieutenant W. R. Harmon. — 

Company K, Tenth Cavalry—Captain ©. H. Carlton, 
First Lieutenant R. G. Smither, A. C. S. 

Company M, Tenth Cavalry—Captain 8. T. Norvell, 
First Lieutenant C. E. Nordstrom, arrest. 

Company E, Tenth Cavalry (temporarily)—First 
Lieutenant J. Morrison. : 

Company C, Eleventh Infantry—Captain G. K. 
Sanderson, First Lieutenant A. M. Raphall, Second 
Lieutenant J. Wheeler. . 

Company D, Eleventh Iafantry—Capiain W. C. 
Black, First Li: utenant C. E. Roe, post adjutant, Sec- 
ond Lieutenant J. Mansfield. ‘ 

Company C, Twenty-fifth Infantry—Captain C. F. 
Robe, First Lieutenant O. J. Sweet, Second Lieutenant 
Ayres. 

‘Conn any I, Twenty-fifth Infantry—Captain G. Law- 
son, First Lieutenant D. B. Wilson, A. A. Q. M., 
Second Lieutenant P. Kelliher. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE SOUTH. 
Major-General I. McDowell: Headq’rs, Louisville, Ky. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH. 

Major-General 1: McDowell: Headquarters, Louisville, Kentucky 

Marion, N. C.—The post of Marion, N. C., will be 
considered an independent post, and was ordered De- 
cember 31 to report direct to department headquarters. 

Medical cGy eran oa Steward August 
Guthke, U. 8S. Army, was December 26 ordered to 
Mobile Barracks, Mobile, Ala., for duty. 

Sixteenth Mg eee Lieutenant W. C. Mc- 
Farland was December 26 ordered to Lebanon, Ky., 
for temporary duty. When his services are no longer 
required, he will return to his proper station—Lancas- 
ter, Ky. 

The leave of absence for seven days granted Second 
Lieutenant Charles R. Tyler, Sixteenth Infantry, Dec. 
22, 1874, was Dec. 28 extended ten days. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 
Colonel W. H. Emory: Headquarters, New Orleans, La. 

Seventh Cavalry.—Second Lieutenant B. H. Hodg- 
son was December 26 ordered to proceed to his station, 
Shreveport, La., and report in arrest to the command- 
ing officer of that post. 

Disutenent Hodgson on the 30th ‘was released from 
arrest and directed to return to duty. 

Shreveport.—A General Court-martial was consti- 
tuted to meet at Shreveport, La , January 4. Detail 
for the court: Major Lewis Merrill, Seventh Cavalry; 
Captain Daingertield Parker, Third Infantry; First 
Lieutenants J. M. Bell, Seventh Cavalry; William ©. 
Bartlett, Third Infantry; D. McIntosh, Seventh Cav- 
alry; Second Lieutenant G. W. Wallace, Seventh Cav- 
alry. Second Lieutenant William Gerlach, Third In- 
fantry, judge-advocate. 

Third Infantry.—The unexecuted portion of the 
sentence of Captain William H. Penrose, having becn 
remitted, that ofticer was December 29 ordered to re- 

air at once to the station of his company (Alexandria, 
Fa), and assume command of the post and company. 

Payment of Troops.—Major J. R. Mears, paymaster, 
U. oo f- Vesomaber 29 ordered to proceed to 
Jackson, Miss, Monroe, La., Little Rock, Ark., 
Shreveport, La., and other Red river posts, and Baton 
Rouge, La., for the purpose of paying the troops at 
those stations on the muster of December 31, after 
which he will return to his station in New Orleans. 


Medical Department.—Hospital Steward John Mc- 
Mahon, U. 8. Army, was December 24 assigned to 
duty with the troops in New Orleans. Previous Orders 
annulling of the contracts with A. A. Surgeons Wil- 
liam Deal, and Charles Pelaez, U. 8S. Army, has been 
revoked. These acting assistant surgeons will remain 
on duty at the posts where they are now serving. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 
Vc'or-General W. 8S. Hancock: Hadqrtrs, New York. 


Officers Registered.—The following officers were regis- 
tered at headquarters Military Division of the Atlan- 
tic, for the week ending January 5, 1875: First Lieu- 
tenants J. W. MacMurray, First Artillery; 8. M. 
Mills, Fifth Artillery; Lieutenant-Colonel W. L. 
Elliott, First Cavalry; First Lieu'enant J. H. Weston, 
Seventh Cavalry; Major John M. Wilson, Engineer 
Corps; Captains G. L. rere & Eleventh Infantry; 
Mout Hooton, Twenty-second Infantry. 
t Adams.—A General Court-martial was ap- 
inte to meet at Fort Adams, R. I., January 7. The 
following officers of the Fifth Artillery were detailed 
for the court: Captains Wallace F. Randolph, John R. 
Brinckle; First Lieutenants William E. Van Reed, 
George W. Crabb, Henry J. Reilly, Wells Willard, 
Luigi Lomia. Second Lieutenant George E. Sage, 
gr my rtillery F Lieutenant J Chester 
} illery.—First Lieutenant James Ches 
BE og Bate 4 appointed judge-advocate of the Gen- 
eral Court-martial convened at Fort Wood, N. Y. H., 
vice First Lieutenant Ramsay D. Potts, who has been 
arty General Court-martial was ap 
io.—A Gene ourt- - 
esinand rege a at Fort Ontario, N. Y., January 4. 
Assistant Surgeon Henry J. Phillips, Medical Depart- 
ment. and the following officers of the Third Artillery 
were detailed for the court: Captains Robert N. =. 
La Rhett L. Livingston; First Lieutenants James B. 
Burbank, Constantine Ch A. F. Pike, Henry B. 
” First Lieutenant Henry ©. Danes, judge- 
advocate, 
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Fort Wood.—A General Court-martial was appointed 
to meet at Fort Wood, N. Y. H., January 4. Detail 
for the court: Major Robert V. W. Howard, Third 
Artillery; Captains Reuben M. Potter, Military Store- 
keeper, Quartermaster’s Department; Erskine Gittings, 
Third Artillery; Assistant Surgeon Washington Mat- 
thews, Medical Department; First Lieutenant George 
F. Barstow and Second Lieutenant John D. C. Hos- 
kins, Third Artillery. First Lieutenant Ramsay D. 
Potts, Third Artillery, judge-advocate. 

Fort Independence.—A General Vourt-martial was 
appointed to meet at Fort Independence, Mass., Janu- 
ary 4. Detail for the court: Major William Hays; As- 
sistant Surgeon Curtis E. Munn, Medical Department; 
Captain David H. Kinzie, Fifth Artillery; First Lieu- 
tenant Edward Davis, Third Artillery; Second Lieu- 
tenants Charles Sellmar, Third Artillery; Edward T. 
Brown, Fifth Artillery. First Lieutenant’ Benjamin 
K. Roberts, Fifth Artillery, judge-advocate. 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC. 
Major-Gen. J. M. Schofield: H'dq'rs San Francisco, Cal. 


Officers Itegistered—The following-named officers 
registered their names at headquarters Military Divis- 
ion of the Pacific, during the week ending Tuesday, 
December 22, 1874: Second Licutenant W. H. Mc- 
Minn, Eighth Infantry; Captain Jno. M. Howell, 
Twelfth Infantry. 

Medicul Department.—Assistant Surgeon J. O. Skin- 
ner, U. 8. Army, was December 22 relieved from duty 
at the Presidio, and ordered without delay, to comply 
with 8. O. No. 260, par. 3, A.-G. O., W. D., Novem- 
ber 30, 1874; A. A. Surgeon W. L. Newlands, U. 8. 
Army, was same date omer | assigned to duty as 
medical officer of Yerba Buena Island. 

Pay Department.-—Leave of absence for two months, 
on surgeon’s certificate of disability, was December 23 
granted to Major Samuel Woods, paymaster, U. S. 
Army, to commence on the 2d of January, 1875. Dur- 
ing the temporary absence of Major Woods, chief pay- 
master, Division of the Pacific, Major Charles J. 
Sprague, chief paymaster, Department of California, 
will discharge the duties of his office. 

DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA. 

Medical Department.—Hospital Steward James Rut- 
ledge, U. 8. Army, was December 23 assigned to duty 
at Angel Island, Cal. 

Enlistments.—In a communication dated W. D., A 
G. O., Washington, December 9, 1874, to the com- 
manding General Military Division of the Pacific, the 
Adjutant-General says: ‘* Referring to indorsement for- 
warded by you dated November 14, 1874, from the 
commanding general Department of the Columbia, 
transmitting an application from commanding officer 
Company b, Twenty-first Infantry, for authority to 
enlist Charles Cummings, a tailor lately discharged 
from the Sixteenth Infantry, I have the honor to in- 
form you that you are authorized to sanction enlist- 
ments of this description, in accordan:e with the spirit 
of General Orders No. 126, c. s., from this office, so as 
to insure the enlisting of only discharged men of un- 
doubted good character.” 











DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA, 
Briq.-Gen. Oliver O. Howard; Headquarters, Portland, Oregon. 


General Orders, headquarters Sixtcenth Infantry, 
Nashville, Tenn., December 29, 1874, announces: It 
becomes the painful duty of thé regimental commander, 
to announce to the regiment, the death, on the 25th 
instant, at Little Rock, Ark., of Brevet Major William 
H. Bartholomew, captain in the Sixteenth Infantry. 
Major Bartholomew entered the service while a mere 
youth, in April, 1861, as a private in the Washington 
Artillery, Pennsylvania Volunteers, the first company 
to arrive at the Capital. The following month he was 
commissioned a second Lieutenant in the Sixteenth In- 
fantry; in November; of the same year, a first lieuten- 
ant. He was promoted to be captain, in January, 1865. 
The services of our brother officer were honorable and 
gallant. Serving with the Army of the Ohio in the 
battle of Shiloh, the siege of Corinth, and at the battle 
of Murfreesboro, receiving in the last named battle a 
wound so serious as to disable him from further field 
service. and from the effects of which he never fully 
recovered. For gallant and meritorious service in face 
of the enemy, he received the brevets of captain and 
major. In May, 1864, he rejoined his regiment, and 
since that time has been on almost uninterrupted duty 
with it, until he was taken away by sudden death. 
His soldierly ability, impulsive hospitality, generous, 
noble, and unswerving regard for the ties of friendship, 
are tuo well known to require recital here. His loss 
will be long remembered and deeply felt. The usual 
badge of mourning will be worn for thirty days by the 
officers of the regiment. 








THE AGAVE AMERICANA. 


Tue following letter, taken from the New York 
Journal of Medicine for the month of September, 1851, 
is re-published for the information of those interested 
in this subject, but who have hot had access to that 
journal. 

G. Pert, Surgeon U. 8S. Army. 

Fort LEAVENWORTH, Kas., Dec. 7, 1874. 


Art. Ill.—Maguey, or Agave Americana; a Remedy 
Sor Scorbutus. By GLOVER Pertn, M. D., Assistant 
Surgeon U.S, Army. Communicated by order of 
Tomas Lawson, M. D., Surgeon-General U. 8. 
Army. 

Fort Mcintosh, Larevo, Tex., May 7, 1851. 

Brevet Brigadier-General Thos. Lawson, Surgeon-General U. 8. 
Army, Washington, D. C. 

Sir: A few days after my communication to the 

Surgcon-General of the 9th ult., finding, as I had an- 
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ticipated, that the number of cases of scorbutus were 
still increasing, and that the lime-juice, the only effec- 
tual remedy, could be procured in but limited quantity, 
I was induced to look for relief in some other way; 
the inquiry presented itself—whether the citizens of 
the town of Laredo, who are alike destitute of vege- 
tables, had not been affected with this disease? and, if 
so, what domestic remedies had they used? I was in- 
formed by the Cursie of the town, an intelligent Catho- 
lic priest, that a few cases had come to his knowledge, 
and that he once suffered from an attack of scorbutus 
in his ownperson. He gave me an account of his own 
case, and of the domestic remedies resorted to. He 
stated further, that he left his bed on the 9th day from 
the time he commenced the use of his remedies, and 
that by the 15th, he was so far recovered as to resume 
his parochial duties. He did not know to what agent 
he'should attribute his rapid recovery, but expressed his 
belief in the superior efficacy of warm bathing, which 
he used daily. Among the domestic remedies which 
he used, and the one which appeared at once to my 
mind as the chief, was the Maguey, or Agave Americana. 
This plant is mentioned among the unofficial articles 
in the U. 8. Dispensatory as the American Aloe, and 
‘ig said to be laxative, diuretic, and emmenagogue.” 
As officialiy described it is the Agave Americana; Wat, 
Order Bromeliacere; Sex. Syst., Hexandria Monogynia. 
As the Maguey appeared to be the remedial agent in 
the Curate’s case, I determined to make a trial of its 
effects upon some of the patients suffering from the 
scurvy in this command. The following cases were 
selected: 

Private Turby, of Company G, First Infantry, 
was admitied into hospital March 25, in the following 
state: Countenance pule and dejected; gums swollen, 
and bleeding; left leg, from ankle joint to groin, cov- 
ered with dark purpie blotches; legs swollen, painful, 
and of stony hardness; pulse small, feeble; appetite 
poor; bowels constipated. He was placed upon lime- 
juice, diluted and sweetened, so as to make an agree- 
able drink, in as large quantities as his stomach would 
bear; diet generous as could be procured, consisting of 
fresh meat, milk, eggs, etc., vegetables could not be 
procured. 


April 11.—His condition was but slightly improved; 
he was then placed upon the expressed juice of the 
maguey, in doses of two fluid ounces three times daily; 
same diet continued. 

April 17.—Countenance no longer dejected, but 
bright and cheerful; purple spots almost entirely dis- 
appeared; arose from his bed and walked across the 
hospital unassisted; medicine continued. 

May 4.—So much improved as to be able to return 
to his company quarters, where he is accordingly sent; 
medicine continued. 

May 7.—Almost entirely well; continue medicine. 

Private Hood, Company G, First Infantry, was ad- 
mitted into hospital April10. His general condition 
did not differ much from Private Turby’s. He had 
been on the sick report for 8 ~ had been taking citric 
acid drinks, but grew gradually worse up to the time 
of his admission, when he was placed upon lime-juice 
until the 13th, at which time no perceptible change had 
taken place. On that date he commenced the use of 
the expressed juice of the maguey; same diet as the 
case above described. 

April 21.—General state so much improved, that he 
was sent to his company quarters. 

May 22.—Well; return to duty. 

Eleven cases, all milder in form than the two just 
related, were continued upon the lime-juice; diet the 
same. On the 21st April they exhibited evidences of 
improvement, but it was nothing compared with the 
cases under the use of the maguey. Seven cases were 
under treatment during the same time, making use of 
critic acid. On the 21st April, no one had improved, 
and three were growing worse. At this time, so con- 
vinced was I of the great superiority of the maguey 
over either of the other remedies employed, that I de- 
termined to place all the patients upon that medicine. 
The result has proved exceedingly gratifying; every 
case has improved rapidly from that date. The coun- 
tenance, so universally dejected and despairing in the 
patients affected with scurvy, is brightened up by con- 
tentment and hope in two days from the time of its 
introduction; the most marked evidences of improve- 
ment were observable at every successive visit. From 
observing the effect of the maguey in the cases which 
have occurred in this command, I am compelled to 
place it far above that remedy which, till now, has 
stood above every other—the lime-juice. This no 
doubt will appear strong language, but further exper- 
ience will verity it. The juice of the maguey contains 
a large amount of vegetable and saccharine matter, 
and of itself is sufficiently nutritious to sustain a patient 
for days. This succulent plant grows indigenous in 
most parts of the State, and if I am correctly informed, 
in New Mexico and California. * In Mexico it is well 
known as the plant from which they manufacture their 
favorite drink, the ‘‘ Pulque,” and grows in great 
abundance. As it delights in a dry sandy soil, it can 
be cultivated where nothing but the cactus will grow; 
for this reason, it will be found invaluable to the Army 
at many of the western posts, where vegetables cannot 
be procured. The manner in which it is used is as 
follows, viz: The leaves are cut off close to the root, 
they are placed in hot ashes until thoroughly cooked, 
when they are removed, and the juice expressed from 
them. The expressed juice is then strained, and may 
be used thus, or may be sweetened. It may be given 
in doses of two to three fluid ounces three times daily. 
It is not disagreeable to take, and in every instance it 
has proved to agree well with the stomach and bowels. 
After the leaves have been cooked, the cortical portion 
near the root may be removed, and the white internal 
portion may be eaten; it appears to be a wholesome 
‘and nutritious food. I have seen muletéers use it in 
this way, and they seem to be very fond of it. I have 





been informed, upon good authority, that several tribts 


of Indians in New Mexico make use of it in the same 
manner. The use of the leaf is this way, I believe, 
will ward off most effectually incipient scorbutus. The 

_ yo I feel —- will accrue to the rie A 

y the introduction o maguey as a 
in the treatment of scorbutus, has induced me to ad- 
dress you at some length upon this subject; its im- 
portance, therefore, is my apology for length of 
this communication. . 

I have the honor, etc., 

G. Peru, Assistant Surgeon U. 8. Army. 








GOLD IN THE BLACK HILLS. 
LETTER FROM GENERAL CUSTER. 


Fort ABRAHAM LINCOLN, Dak., ‘ 
December 13, 1874. 
To the Editor of the World. 

Sir: In your issue of November 18, 1874, which I 
have just seen for the first time, there is published the 
annual report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
in which there occurs the following statement: 

A military reconnoitering expedition to the country in Sonth- 
western Dakota, known as the Black Hills, occasioned great ex- 
citement among the whole Sioux people. They re it as a 
palpable infraction of their treaty stipulations, were filled 
with the apprehension that it might lead to their exclusion from 
acountry Pid eacredly their own, and ee their home 
and last refuge from the encroachment of settlements. The ex- 
aggerated accounts of rich mines and agricultural lands given in 
the despatches of the commander and explorers and correspond- 
ents of the expedition intensify the agence of the people all 
along the border to take possession of this country, notwith 
standing the subsequent correction of these e rations by 
statements on reliable information that no indications of mineral 
wealth were found, and that the lands were undesirable for 
white settlements, etc. 


If the other statements and opinions with which the 
report of the Commissioner is made up are ue de- 
void of truth, and I know some of them to be so, the 
entire document is not-worth the paper upon which it 
was written. 

In assailing the correctness of the ‘‘ despatches of 
the commander and explorers and correspondents” of 
the Black Hilis Expedition, the Commissioner en- 
deavors to controvert the statements contained therein 
regarding the mineral and agricultural wealth of the 
Black Hills by simply putting forth his individual as- 
sertion, based either on ignorance or a wilful perver- 
sion of facts, to the effect that ‘‘ no indications of min- 
eral wealth were found, and that the lands were unde- 
sirable for white settlements.” I repeat that in putting 
forth the last quoted statement the Commissioner was 
either guided by ignorance or by a failing even less ex- 
cusable. He cannot refer toa single statement ‘‘ on 
reliable information that ro indications of mineral 
wealth were found, and that the lands were undesir- 
able for white settlements.” On the contrary, I assert 
that the despatches of the correspondents and the ex- 
plorere who accompanied the expedition were, so far 
as they touched upon these points, generally accurate 
and just. Furthermore, the official despatches for- 
warded from time to time while the expedition was in 
progress, and describing the country of the Black Hills 
as rich and inviting, and particularly well adapted to 
white settlements, were in strict accordance with the 
facts, and were in substance repeated in my prelimi- 
nary report, made after the return of the expedition 
and that these statements have never been contradict 
by any person or persons competent to do so, or having 
knowledge to thecontrary. Lieutenant-General Sheri- 
dan, in his annual report also asserts that gold was 
found in the Black Hills. I fear the Commissioner 
will have difficulty in naming his ‘‘reliable” inform- 
ant. Professor Winchell (brother of the distinguished 
geologist of that name), who accompanied the expedi- 
tion as one of the _—— invited to examine the 
country, did make a preliminary report, in whtch he 
did not say there was no gold found, but that he saw 
no gold, a statement in which no doubt the Commis- 
sioner could consistently join. Why Professor Win- 
chell saw no gold was simply due to the fact that he 
neglected to look for it, and why he failed to look for it 
I have éxplained in my report rendered since the re- 
turn of the expedition, but which I need not repeat 
here, further than to say that the Commissioner, sitting 
in his comfortable chair in Washington, might, in a 
similar manner and upon equal grounds, assert that 
there are no wrongs heaped upon the Indians at re- 
mote agencies by the representatives of the Indian De- 
partment; that they have not been deprived of large 
portions of the annuities intended for them and that 
they have not been in reality robbed by being forced 
to trade where ten times the market price of an 
article is taken from them. That the Commissioner 
may or may not know of these wrongs does not affect 
the truth of the statement that they exist. If, instead 
of assailing representatives of other departments of the 
Government upon false grounds supported by false ac- 
cusations, the same time and attention were devoted to 
his own department, which, by the way, is a glass 
house of huge dimensions, great benefit might result 
to the Indians. Within the past ten days I have been 
appealed to by a delegation of prominent chiefs ask- 
ing that the military would exert its influence to pro- 
tect them and their people against the unjust demands, 
as they believed, of their agent. This is but one of 
many incidents of the same kind. To this appeal as 
to others of the same nature, I replied that the milh- 


must represent the facts to their t, and ask to have 
the matter forwarded to the Great Father in pdiger J 
ton. To which they replied that the agent (as might 
be inferred from the glaring rt of the Commis- 
sioner based on the statements 0: ts) only tells his 
own side of the story, while there is no one to speak 
for the Indian. I then assured the chief who acted as 
spokesman that the Great Father had the interest and 
welfare of the Indians at heart, and in selecting men 
for agents-endeavored to select only good men. The 

nsidering by the 





reply of the chief is well worth co 


tary had nothing to do with their grievances, that they. 
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Commissioner. He said: ‘‘The Great Father may 
choose om A men, as ~ say, and they may be 
men when leave Washington ; but by the 

they get to us they are d—d thieves, and we would 

like a change.” I have quoted the chief’s reply lite- 
rally, and have referred to this matter more as an illus- 
tration than under the belief that by so doing I would 
invite the attention of the Commissioner to the affairs of 
his department. As another illustration of the beauti- 
ful working of the Indian Department, by which the 
Government feeds and clothes during the winter the 
Indians who make unprovoked war upon its citizens 
during the summer, a of 100 men has been 
despatched from this = thin the past few days to 
= one Ye more — ans now a to be — 
ig Rock Agency, who were engaged ‘in the killing 0 
Dr. Housinger and Mr. Batiran during the Northern Pa- 
cific survey of 1878. One of these Indians has been at 
the agency referred to since last summer, has openly 
and ly acknowledged his participation in the 
killing of the two parties named, and has exhibited ar- 
ticles taken from them after having killed them. Yet 
the agent, who no doubt can see no harm in an Indian 
killing a white man, has practically kept the matter a 
secret, and it has only been by accident, and not through 
the Indian Department, that the matter has been ee 
public. Perhaps the agent remembered the experience 
of his brother-agent in Southern Kansas, recently, who 
because of his stating that the Indians were in the 
wrong and deserved punishment was at once requested 


Officials connected with or representing a particular 
department or bureau of the Government have always 
exercised great care not to meddle with or unnecessa- 
rily comment upon the management or details of 
another department. In this case, however, the Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs, departing from this rule, 
has seen fit in an official report to call ta question the 
correctness of official statements made in a department 
with which he is in no way connected and for which 
he is in no manner msible. If he had either truth 
or justice on his side he might furnish a plausible ex- 
cuse for his conduct, but he has perverted the truth to 
the extent of stating in an official document that which 
is not only not true but which he had no “reliable in- 
formation” even upon which to base his voluntary mis- 
statemerts. If the Commissioner will confine his 
attentions to his own department, and correct such 

as a conscientious disch of duty might find 
therein, he will have no time left to interfere with other 
departments, much less to publish unwarranted, 
cause untruthful, statements concerning the official 
conduct of others. 
G. A. Cusrrr, 
Brevet Major-Gereral, U. 8. A. 











MILITARY EQUITATION. 


Ir is not generally known to our ca officers 
that we have a book among us ta Bh 
which a called the only thoroughly scientific 


work on equitation yet written. e refer t 
Major Dwyer, ‘‘On Seats and Saddles, Bits and Bit. 
ting, etc,” first published in London, and republished 


by Lippincott of Philadelphia. We extract this w 
from this little known work, some p: oaedane te 
interest every officer who loves the horse per se, and 
who doubts if any thing new can be said on such sub- 
ts as ‘‘Seats and Saddles, Bits and Bitting.” Major 
r is about the first English-writing ai.thor who 
has attacked the subject on strict mechanical and 
eae ny tae principles, and it is interesting to notice 
ow his clear and logical pages vindicate in the main 
our American military school of riding, the Mexican 
and Californian seats, and that taught to our dragoons, 
as opposed to the so-called English hunting seat, 
which is so liable to caricature by civilian riders op 


English “‘ hun’ saddles.” What we have arrived 
at by instinct, following Spanish-American tradition, 
He the McClellan saddle and the only seat possible to 


maintained with comfort therein, Major Dwyer 
justifies on strict mechanical princip] i eu 
Austrian riding masters of the ‘‘ campaign school,” so 
denominated by the Germans. He commences with 
the bony framework of the horse, considered as a 
machine, and points out the exact t to place the 
rider to secure a proper balance in the follo ng way. 
He takes for example the skeleton of a horse which 
is of an av description, and stands in a natural 
om oes its head and neck stretched forward, and the 
ind legs, instead of ae rfectly perpendicular 
from the hocks downward, slightly brought forward 
to assist in maintaining the equilibrium. The animal 
is at rest; there is nothing constrained in its attitude; 
but the eye tells us at once that a somewhat greater 
proportion of its weight rests on the fore legs than on 
the hind ones, owing, as one sees, to the projectin, 
tion of the h and neck, which are muc 
vier than the tail at the other extremity. 
Looking now at the spinal column, the framework 
of the back, on which the rider’s weight is to be 
placed, we perceive that, whilst the under line of the 


following the 


incline forward; the fourteenth dorsal verteb: se, with | d 


its process, standing perfectly upright, and formin 
as it were, the key-stone of the arch thus erect 
It is very obvious that this inclination of the pro- 
cesses toward a central point is intended to and does 
of the back downward and upward 


., Vert 
(é, @., ¥ Jcally), £0 that, in fact, this fourteenth dorsal 
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degrees of rapidity, either simultaneously or succes- 
sively, and which constitute the paces of the horse; 
and this is further shown by the distribution and points 
of attachment of the muscles of the back and adjacent 
of the fore and hind quarters. Putting, there- 
be nk, 4c movement of the animal out of 
the qu on as being equally applicable to all its parts, 
the internal motion of the several of the body 
increases in proportion to their distance from the 
fourteenth vertebra; and the same is applicable to 
burdens placed on the horse’s back, especially a rider, 
whose frame is subject to its own peculiar motions, 
some of which are caused by the progressive move- 
ment of the bearer. 

It has been already pointed out, that in consequence 
of the projecting position of the head and neck, 
especially when the horse stands at ease, a somewhat 

ter proportion of its total weight falls on the fore 
egs than on the hinder ones; and when it depresses 
its head still more—for instance, for the purpose of 
grazing—the animal puts forward one fore leg, and 
usually at the same time the hind leg of the opposite 
side, for the pu of securing its equilibrium; and 
even horses standing still, especially under a load, do 
the same, in order to rest each pair of legs alternately. 

We learn two facts from this: first, that the fore 
legs are essentially bearers, and that the hinder ones, 
although chiefly propellers, are also to a certain extent 
bearers; and secondly, that a perpendicular line falling 
through the centre of gravity of a horse, as here 
represented, would lie nearer to the shoulder than the 
perpendicular, which falls through the centre of 
motion—that is, the fourteenth dorsal vertebra—and 
would probably cut the twelfth, or perhaps the 
eleventh, in some horses. Now, in of going into 
the scientific detail of centres of gravity, which might 
prove difficult to some and tedious to most readers, we 
shall endeavor to render intelligible all that is really 
important to be known, by a very simple experiment 
that any one can repeat for themselves. Take a piece 
of thin board 9 inches long by 4 inches wide, at whose 
corners four legs of about 74 inches long zre fixed on 
with one screw each, so as to allow them to be moved 
either to front or rear, but sufficiently tight to retain 
them in the position in which they are placed. A 
small weight is then placed exactly on the centre 

int of the board, the four legs being adjusted square. 

f the weight be not so heavy as to overcome the slight 
friction of the heads of the screws, the board will 
remain in its position—that is, it will stand; but if it 
be removed toward one end of the boaid, it will cause 
the board to turn on the screwheads, and, if net pre- 
vented, slide down; but if the two legs at this end be 
bent backward, the board will support the weight as 
before. In like manner, if the weight be removed in 
the other direction, the legs being square, the same 
thing will occur, and the board will turn on its legs 
and slide down, which, however, may be prevented 
by adjusting the same pair of legs as before, and 
which here represent the hind legs of the horse, and 
in both these cases the board will assume a slanting 
position, in which one end will be lower than the 
other. 

Now this is just what takes place when a rider is 
put on a horse’s back in analogous positsons, leaving 
out of the sng hea for the moment the influence of 
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the overhan head and neck on the stability of the 
machine. erring back we see, in faet, that the 
corners of the board correspond with the hip and 
shoulder joints on the sides of the horse, and these 
are the two points of support of the back, while the 
centre corresponds with the fourteenth vertebra; and, 
still leaving the head and neck out of the question, the 
rider pl here would sit not only directly over the 
centre of motion, but also over the centre of gravity— 
that is to say, a central point equally removed from 
each of its four supporting points; he would occupy 
the apex or summit of a regular pyramid, the most 
stable of all forms of construction. 

Now, in order to avoid drawing false conclusions 
from these facts, we must take another view of the 
question. What we have hitherto inquired into is, the 
effect of certain modes of distributing the weight on 
a horse’s back when in a state of rest on the position 
of his legs with re to that weight; but the really 
important thing to know is, how these various modes 
ialleenes the horse’s action. It was, however, neces- 
sary to enter into the preliminary inquiry, because 
most of the conditions governing a horse’s attitude in 
a state of rest continue to be equally imperative after 
action has commenced, and some even more so; for it 
is more dangerous to the horse to lose his balance 
when in motion, especially at high degrees of speed, 
than when standing still. 

We may put the questions to be resolved as follows: 
1st, How pend the distribution of the weight to be 
carried affect the horse’s speed? and, 2dly, How does 
action affect equilibrium or balance? 

The way in which these questions present them- 
selves points directly to their solution; and, as regards 
the first, it is to the horse’s legs, and the mode in 
which they are moved, that we must look, just as in 
the former case we looked to the mode in which they 
are fixed. There is, however, a great difference 
observable between the functions of [the hind and fore 
legs when we come to compare action with rest. In 
the latter, we were justified in looking on both pairs 

ually as bearers; in the former, the fore legs are still 
employed chiefly as bearers, and only in a smaller 
egree as propellers, whereas the hind legs act chiefly 
as propellers and in a less degree as bearers. It should 
follow from this that we may favor the propelling 
power of the hind legs by weighting forward within 
certain limits; and this we know to be the case—the 
long stride of the race-horse is favored by the well- 
known forward seat of the jode. Well, what are 
the limits? In the case of the joc ny is difficult to 
draw a ‘‘hard and fast” line, because his total weight 
is inconsiderable, and the distances to be got over are 


inconsiderable; and this is precisely the reason why 
heavier riders, especially when they have to do long 
|distances, should not ride forward like the jockey, 
because they are sure, sooner or later, to use up their 
horses’ fore legs by making them exclusively bearers; 
even race-horses will break down under the light 
weight, and some jocks are unfortunate’ in this 


t. 
"Ket if this be true, it is equally se that placing the 
weight too near the hind legs must diminish their 
propelling power, by converting them, in a greater 
degree, into bearers; and this may be done in two 
different ways, one of which, having a very definite 
object, is _ in its way, while the other is, to say 
the least, of very questionable utility under any circum- 
stances. The manege or school rider educates his 
horse to bear an increased proportion of the weight on 
its hind legs, these latter being brought forward under 
the animal with bent hocks; but his object not being 
speed—and it is well known that manege-training 
diminishes speed, for which reason, precisely, English 
riders scoff at the haute-école, somewhat unadvisedly, 
perhaps—the manege-rider is perfectly justified in act- 
ing as he does in order to attain other objects. It is, 
moreover, important to remark that if a horse’s hind 
quarters be not sufficiently strong and pliable to enable 
them to endare the increased demand for bearing 
without annihilating their propelling power, sucha 
horse will be incapable of high training in this sense. 








ARMY AND NAVY BILLS IN CONGRESS. 


On reassembling, Tuesday, the House considered the 
Army appropriation bill. Mr. Wheeler, who has 
charge of it, stated that the bill as far as it appro- 
priated money, is almost a literal duplicate of the 
Army appropriation bill of the last session of Con- 
gress. he committee adhered to the policy of keep- 
ing the enlisted force of the Army to 25,000 men, and 
the ‘appropriations are based on that estimate. Ex- 
perience of the current year demonstrated, so far, that 
the efficiency of the Army has not been impaired by 
the reduction, and the committee are of opinion that 
25,000 men judiciously distributed throughout the 
country, is all the military force that will be needed. 
A short discussion took place, which was indulged in 
principally by the democratic members, in regard to 
the printed report of the Secretary of War not bein 
ready, and no action was taken on any part of the bill. 
The committee adhere to the provision of the bill that 
actual expenses only should be allowed to officers 
travelling under orders, and that the systcm ought to 
have a fair trial before going back to mileage. 

Mr. MacDougall introduced a bill (H. R. 4160), to 
reduce and fix the Pay Department of the Army,’ and 
Mr. Cox, a memorial from the widow of the late Com- 
mander Cushing, praying a pension. 

In the Senate, Mr. Sargent reported from the com- 
mittee the Naval appropriation bill, with amendments, 
and gave notice that he should cull it up at an early 


day. 

Mir. Conkling introduced a bill (8. 1071), to advance 
Lieutenant AH. M. Taylor, Nineteenth Infantry, on 
the rolls of the Army; Mr. Sargent, bill (S. 1074), 
fixing the pay and rank of civil engineers in the Navy; 
and Mr. Ingalls (8. 1078), for the relief of 8S. K 
Thompson, late second lieutenant, Twenty-fifth U. 8. 
— ~~ > 

The President has approved Senate bill 1043, sus- 
pending so much of an act entitled “ An act organ- 
izing the several stuff corps of the Army,” approved 
June 23, 1874, as applies to contract surgeons. 

A rt»! discussion took place on a resolution 
oftered by Mr. Thurman, requesting the President to 
inform the Senate whether any portion of the Army, 
or any officer or soldier thereof, had interfered or 
attempted to interfere with the organization of the 
General Assembly of the State of Louisiana. The 
subject consumed the entire day, and no vote was 
reached. 

By Mr. Sheldon (H. R. 4074): Authorizing and 
directing the Secretary of the Navy to adjust and 
settle the accounts of Joseph Fry, late an officer in the 
U. 8. Navy, and py any balance that may be due him 
to Mrs. Agnes KE. Fry, his widow, notwithstanding 
the said Joseph Fry resigned from the Navy and 
entered the service of the so-called confederacy. 

J. Ambler Smith (H. R. 3952): That the act 
entitled ‘‘ An act constituting _— hours a day’s work 
for all laborers, workmen, and mechanics employed 
by or on behalf of the Government of the United 
States,” be amended and re-enacted so as to read: 
‘« That eight hours shall constitute a day’s work for all 
laborers, workmen, and mechanics now employed, or 
who may be hereafter ary ow by or on behalf of 
the Government of the United States, whether the men 
be paid through a contractor or directly through a 
Government officer.” a: 

By Mr. Bundy (H. R. 3967): Authorizing and 
directing the Secretary of the Navy to arrange the 
members of the class of seventy graduates of the 
United States Naval Academy on the Navy-list in the 
order of rank as determined at the graduating examl- 
nation at said Academy, June 7, 1870: Provided, That 
no person who was advanced by either of the several 
competitive examinations, extending from time to 
time from Nov. 1, 1872, to June 4, 1874, and pre- 
maturely promoted to the grade of master, shall suffer 
loss of grade: Provided further, That the members of 
said class now serving in the Navy of the United 
States as masters sball be at once arranged on the 
masters’ list in order of rank as determined at said 
graduation June 7, 1870; and that as promotions are 
made from the grade of ensign, the persons promoted 
shall be assigned to their original positions in said 
class, as determined at a June 7, 1870. 

Bills have been introduced to grant the following 
pemone: To Peter Joseph, private in Captain Elish 

riffin’s company of St. Lawrence Co., N. Y., militia 
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war of 1812, (H. R. 3866); to Wm. Massie, of Lawrence 
Co., Ohio, a soldier of the late war, $150, and $8 a 
month, (H. R. 3861); to Sergeant Joseph H. Walton, 
(H), Ninety-seventh Penn. Vols., an increase from $18 
to $24.@ month, (H. R. 3878); to Mrs. Harriet Cady, 
motner of Henry Cady, (K), .Twenty-fourth Iowa 
Vols., (H. R. 3885); to Mary C. Toy, widow of John 
B. Toy, (A), Sixty-sixth Lowa Vols., (H. R. 3884); to 
Henry Van Campen, (B), Fourteenth U.S. Infaniry, 
$15 a month, (H. R. 3840); also a bill (H. R. 3857), to 
pay to Jethro M. Boyd, (D), One Hundred and Thir- 
tieth Indiana Vols., the pay and allowances of asecond 
lieutenant in the infantry, from Jan. 28, 1865, to 
Dec. 2, 1865, less the pay and allowances of a first 
sergeant in the infantry for and during said period; 
and a bill (H. R. 4075), authorizing the Secretary of 
the wy | to pay E.G. Penn the sum of $400, in full 
pay for local bounty paid by the said E. G. Penn to 
one Wm. Dilcher, ordinary seaman, in December, 
1864, upon the condition that he, the said Wm. 
Dilcher, be credited against the draft then pending, to 
Salt Creek Township, Hocking County, Ohio; which 
credit was withheld by orders of Captain 8. H. Fields, 
commanding United States naval rendezvous at Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 
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The Editor invites for thisdepartment of the Journnat all facts 
of interest to the Navy, especially such asrelate to the movement 
of officers or vessels. 





VARIOUS NAVAL ITEMS. 


Tue Plymouth at New York has been ordered to 
Key West, for duty on the North Atlantic station. 

Tue Pensacola at Mare Island has been detailed to 
convoy the King and suite back to Honolulu. 

Tue House Committee on Naval Affairs is investi- 
gating a charge against Representative Stowell of 
Virginia, of having sold a naval cadetship. 

Somz of the officers of the Fortune recently visited 
Panama, on hydrographic business, and arrangements 
were entered into to erect a portable observatory in 
that city, for astronomical observations. 

At the Brooklyn Navy-yard work has been resumed 
on the Tennessee. Admiral Reynolds, who will suc- 
ceed Rear-Admiral Pennock in the command of the 
Asiatic Station, will go out, in the Tennessee, his flag- 
ship, sometime early in the Spring. 

Tue Senate Committee on Naval Affairs have heard 
Governor Ingersoll, Senator Buckingham, and ex-Con- 
gressman Brandegee, of Connecticut, in opposition to 
the extinction of the New London Navy-yarl. The 
hearing will be extended to take in the whole question 
of the management of navy-yards. The Connecticut 
— are resolved to save their navy-yard, if possi- 

e. 


Tue following is from the N. Y. Hwening Post of 
Jan. 5: Captain R. B. Lowry, commanding the United 
States steamer Canandaigua, has been ‘ furloughed” 
under the following circumstances: On board the 
Canandaigua a literary journal has been published by 
the officers and crew called the Canandaigua Journal. 
Recently there appeared in it an article in which the 
administration of the Navy Department was subjected 
to criticism. A copy containing the offensive article 
was taken ashore at New Orleans, and the criticism 
being copied into one of the daily papers of that city, 
was thus brought to the eye of Secretary Robeson, 
who instituted the punishment. The furlough places 
the officer on waiting orders with but half the pay and 
allowance of his grade. Captain Lowry’s sea pay is 
$4,500 per annum; his waiting orders pay $2,800; and 
the furlough, reducing this Janene 4 will leave him 
but $1,400 per annum. The time for which the 
furlough is to continue is not designated. 

TuE Newport Daily News of Dec. 31st contains the 
following introduction to a long editorial article, in 
which the facts we gave in a late number concerning 
the Navy are summarized : If Paul Jones, or Preble, 
or Bainbridge, or Decatur, or the two Perrys, or even 
the but lately deceased Farragut, could see a copy of 
the late ARMy AND Navy JouRNAL, their surprise, and 
probably their disgust, would be difficult to portray. 
Not that we have any fault to find with the able jour- 
nal referred to, but the condition of our Navy as exhi- 
bited there is enough to make an American blush. 
Although we are a large nation and have an immense 
coast line, yet our distance from Europe, the smallness 
of our mercantile marine and the non-existence of colo- 
nial dependencies unite to render a large Navy quite 
unnecessary for us; but beyond all question what Navy 
we have should be fully equal in quality to the best 
that Europe can offer. If we have but twenty guns 
they should be of the most modern and efficient pat- 
tern. If we have but one iron-clad she should be 
covered with the heaviest and best armor that ad- 
vanced naval architecture.can put on her. In times 
past this has been the description of our Navy. Our 
fleet was small, but our frigates were a little better 
than those of other nations, and our sloops-of-war 
were a little better than foreign vessels of the same 
grade. But to-day our Navy is inferior in quality of 
snips and armament to the navies of England, France, 
Germany, and probably Spain, Turkey, and some of 
the South American republics. Every iron-clad we 
have, with one exception, can be pierced by the 7-inch 

oolwich or Krupp gun, and that exception cannot 
stand before an 8 or 9-inch gun. And these guns 
Compose the batteries of most of the modern European 
war vessels. The Spanish ship Arapiles could sink 
any vessel but one that we paraded at the recent Key 
West review, and could not be damaged by any guns 
carried by that fleet except three or four 15-inch guns. 


As for speed the fleet engineer assures us that ‘‘ for 
the great majority (of vessels at that review) six knots 
was the maximum steaming capacity against a moder- 
ate head wind and over a smooth sea.” 


NAVY GAZETTE. 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 


ORDERED. 


DEcEMBER 30.—Gunner Andrew Harman, to the Powhatan on 
the 4th January next. 

Acting Boatswain Francis A. Dran, to the Pawnee, at Key 
West, Fla. 

JANUARY 2.—Master Henry L. Green, to special duty con- 
nected with the inter-oceanic survey. 

Ensign Aaron Ward, to temporary duty on board the Pow- 
hatan, and on arrival on European Station, to report for duty on 
that station. 

Cadet Engineers George B. Ransom, John K. Edwards, and A. 
V. Zane, to the Plymouth. 

January 4.—Lieutenant J. F. Moser, to special duty connected 
with the inter-oceanic survey. 

Lieutenant Thomas A. De Blois, to the Navy-yard, Pensacola, 
on the 15th inst. 

Gunner George Sirian, to the Navy-yard, Norfolk, Va. 

JANUARY 6,—Paymaster L. A. Frailey, to duty in the Bureau of 
Provisions and Clothing on the 11th inst. 


DETACHED. 


DEcEMBER 30.—Commander B. B. Taylor, from the command 
of the Wachneett, and placed on waiting orders. 

Lieutenant-Commander Frank Wildes, Lieutenant A. B. 
Wyckoff, Masters Wm. A. Hadden and E. M. Hughes, Ensign 
W.H.H. Mosser, Surgeon Geo. W. Woods, Assistant Surgeon 
James W. Buell, Chief Engineer Albert Aston, and Cadet Engi- 
neers A. V. Zane, J. R. Edwards, and Geo. B. Ransom, from the 
Wachusetts, and placed on waiting orders. 

Lieetenant J. W. Miller, from the Hydrographic Office on the 
10th January next, from which date his leave of absence will 
take effect. 

Paymaster J. Linsly, from the Wachusett, and ordered to set- 
tle accounts. 

Passed Assistant Engineer A. B. Bates, from the Dictator, and 
granted three months’ leave. 

Boatswain Edward Hughes, from the Brooklyn, and ordered to 
the Navy-yard, Norfolk. 

Boatswain Robert Anderson, from the Navy-yard, Norfolk, 
and ordered to the Brooklyn. 

Boatswain Edwin Crissey, from the Pawnee, and ordered to 
the Navy-yard, Pensacola, Fla. 

Gunner Geo. L. Albro, from the Powhatan, and ordered to the 
receiving ship Sabine, at Portsmouth, N. H. 

JANUARY 2.—Master J. H.C. Coffin, from the Hydrographic 
Office, and ordered to special duty connected with the inter- 
oceanic survey. 

Janvary 4.—Midshipman John Farnsworth, from the Hydro- 
graphic Office, and ordered to temporary duty on board the 
Powhatan, and on arrival on the European Station to report for 
duty on that station. 

Passed Assistant Engineer Geo. H. White, from duty at the 
Quintard Iron Works, and granted three months’ leave. 

January 5.—Lieutenant James W. Carlin, from the Hydro- 
ome Office, and ordered to the Brooklyn. 

Lieutenant Thomas C. Terrett, from the receiving ship New 
Hampshire, and ordered to the Brooklyn. 

Pay Director T. H_ Looker, from the Navy-yard, Washington, 
on the 11th inst., and ordered to settle accounts. 

Paymaster Frank C. Crosby, from the Bureau of Provisions and 
Clothing on the 10th inst., and ordered to the Navy-yard, Wash- 
ington, on the 11th inst., and, in addition, to continue his special 
— of preparing the Manual for pay officers, until its com- 
pletion. 

January 6.—Lieutenant H. R, Wilson, from the Torpedo 
Station, and placed on sick leave. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon J. E. Painter has reported his ar- 
rival home, having been detached from the Asiatic Station on 
the 17th October last, and has been placed on waiting orders. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE GRANTED. 
To Lieutenant C. W. Christopher for six months. 
PLACED ON RETIRED LIST. 
Assistant Engineer H. E. Rhodes. 
LEAVE EXTENDED. 


The leave of Lieutenant Richard Rush has been cxtended three 
months. 





FURLOUGH EXTENDED. 

The furlough of Lieutenant Frank Turnbull has been extended 
six months. 

ORDER MODIFIED. 

The orders of Passed Assistant Engineer George W. Stivers 
have been so far modified that on reaching the Asiatic Station he 
will report for duty on board the Palos, relieving Assistant Engi- 
neers R. W. Galt, who will report for duty on board the Yantic. 


“APPOINTED. 


John S. Waltmeyer, of Portsmouth, Va., and Edward H. Hag, 
of Charlestown, Mass., acting carpenters in the Navy. 
MISCELLANEOUS, 
Commander S. D. Greene-has been authorized to take passage 
by steamer from New York, without further delay, to Europe, in 


order to relieve Commander Braine of the command of the Juni- 
ata. 


LIST OF DEATHS 


In the Navy of the United States, which have been reported to 
the Surgeon-General, for the week ending December 30, 1874 : 


William Murphy, ordinary seaman, October 19, U. S. steamer 
Palos, Chefoo, China. i 

Richard Axtel Breck, master, September 22, U. S. steamer 
Yantic, at Amer China. 

Alexander W ite, landsman, November 14, U. 8. steamer Hart- 
ford, at Shenae, China. , 

Carshena Wallace, cadet midshipman, December 23, Naval 
Hospital, Annapolis. 

FOR THE WEEK ENDING JANUARY 6. 

Edward Engler, ordinary seaman, January 1, 1875, Naval Hos- 

pital, Washington. 








NAVAL LIBRARY AND INSTITUTE. 
Navy Yarp, Boston, Dec. 31, 1874. 


Berne the annual meeting, there was a full attend- 
ance of members now on the station, Commodore E. 
J. Nichols in the chair. Thesecretary, S. E. Chandler, 
presented the following report for the year 1874 : 

Twenty-six annual members and one honorary mem- 
ber have been elected. Of the annual members elected 
five have failed to pay the requisite fee, and have also 
failed to notify the secretary of their acceptance of 
such membership. There have been no formal with- 
drawals from membership. 

A list of members has been prepared, omitting the 
names of all who have failed to pay the annual fee up 
to the year 1870. This list shows : 28 members who 
are four years in arrears ; 18 who are three years in 
arrears ; 25 who are two years in arrears ; 40 who are 
one year in arrears ; and 65 who paid the assessment 
for 1874. 

The treasurer, also Mr. Chandler, reported as follows: 

Cash on hand Jan. 1, 1874, $7.10 ; amount received 








during the year from new members and annual assess- 


ments, $100.00 ; total, $107.10. «) smi ey 

Amount expended as oy ee $83.72; leaving 
a balance in his hands of $23.88. : ? 

Members of the Institute now absent, from the sta- 
tion are respectfully informed that the annual assess- 
ment falls due on 1st January of each year, in advance. 
The address of the treasurer is: Mr. 8. B. Chandler, 
U. 8. Navy-yard, Boston. 


U. S. Sure “ Swarara,” 8rp Rats, 
Hosarr Town, Tasmanta, Nov. 16, 1874. 
ie. Core M. Robeson, Secretary of the Navy, Washing- 

Sm: In my communication of Oct. 16, I had the 
honor to inform the Department of the arrival of this 
ship at Buft harbor, New Zealand. At that time Lieu- | 
tenant Zass, Engineer Corps, U. 8. Army, came on 
board. He had spent two weeks in travelling through 
the Southern and Central portion of New Zealand, 
and recommended Queenstown, at the north eastern 
extremity of Lake Wakatipa, as the most eligible site 
for the observation of the transit. Acting upon his 
advice, Dr. Peters shipped by rail all the instruments 
and outfit for his party, and at the terminus of the 
railroad obtained wagon transportation to the foot of 
the lake. From thence to Queenstown, a daily line of 
small steamers ply. The transportation over the rail- 
road, both for outfit, and members of the , was 
free of expense, the Colonial Government having 
directed all railways and telegraph lines under its con- 
trol to assist without cost, the scientific expedition. 
The order also extended to pilots and harbor masters 
who were instructed to receive no pilot-fees from the 
Swatara. On the 17th of October, I left Bluff harbor 
for the Chatham Islands, stopping half an hour off the 
bar at Port Chalmers, expecting to obtain some one 
familiar with the harbors at these islands, but the 
harbor master, to whom I had telegraphed the day 
before from Bluff harbor, came on and regretted 
that he was unable to find any person who knew, or 
had been in, the vicinity of the Chatham Islands. 
therefore bore away, and on the 19th of October, made 
the breakers at the western entrance of Petre Bay. 
Leaving them on the port side, and —s e 
southern point of breakers, I stood in, and arriving 
off the small town of Wytangi, at the head of the 
bay, signalled for a pilot. r waiting some time, 
with a gale coming on from the westward, and no pilot 
in sight, I stood to the northward and eastward, made 
the entrance of Whangarca Bay, and cautiously feel- 
ing the way with the lead, found a safe and sm 
anchorage just above Point Gordon, where the ship 
was moored in seven fathoms of water, with an open 
haws to the southwest. The next day, Mr. Edwin 
Smith, U. 8. Coast Survey, and chief of the Chatham 
party, and myself, went on shore and selected for the 
transit establishment, the rising ground to the west- 
ward of the bay, and the work of constructing the pin 
and landing the outfit commenced at once. e boats 
were at times somewhat impeded by the heavy growth 
of kelp near the shore, but work went on without 
ceasing, and soon all was landed, tents pitched, and 
every facility that the ship could afford, exerted in 
establishing this pa in comfortable quarters. 
Several sets of good observations were made by Mr. 
Smith. On the 26th of Oct. I left Whangaroa Bay, 
and arrived at Port Chalmers, New Zealand, on the 
29th. I communicated by telegraph with Dr. Peters, 
and found him not ready for chronometer comparisons. 
On the first of the month, the Queenstown transit was 
in position, and Dr. Peters ready for a comparison. 
At 9 p. m. the telegraph line was opened for our ex- 
press use, and good comparisons made. There is no 
catle from New Zealand to Austrialia, and no tele- 
graphic connection with any point beyond the limits 
of the island, therefore, comparisons between Chatham 
and New Zealand would of little use. At Port 
Chalmers there is an excellent stone dry dock in good 
working order, and capable of carrying in nineteen 
feet draft of water over the Sill. 

I left Port Chalmers on the 4th of Nov., and next 
day stopped in Bluff harbor, to give Dr. Peters 
another comparison, but he was so well satisfied with 
the one from Port Chalmers, that he did not require 
another. On the 7th I left Bluff harbor, and arrived 
here on the 18th. Very seepecereny, ete. 

R. CHANDLER, Commander Commanding. 














Tue older officers of the Navy will learn with 
equal surprise and regret that the President has seen 
fit to mitigate the sentence of dismissal, pronounced 
upon Commander J. N. QUACKENBUSH, to suspension 
from rank and duty on furlough pay for six years 
from the 9th June, 1874. The reappearance ef this 
officer’s name in the Naval Register, where he will 
occupy his old place next above Tuos. H. Eastman, is 
an insult to an honorable service. Entering the 
Navy originally in 1847, he was after a career of 
seven years, the character of which is well known to 
many Officers, dismissed the service, June 3d, 1854. 
Restored in 1861 under what was evidently a mis- 
apprehension as to his former status, he was a 
pointed an acting lieutenant and subsequently e 
a Lieutenant Commander. In 1867 he was relieved 
from the command of the Yantic for practices similar 
to those which had formerly led to his dismissal. 
Failing in 1868 in an examination for promotion, 
after two or three trials, he was placed on the. 
list, to ap once more in 1871 as a Commander at 
the foot of the active list, and “ under orders to the 
Wasp.” On the Brazil station to which he was 
ordered, his conduct was such that he was ordered 
home, tried by court-martial and dismissed the ser- 
vice a second time, the sentence being approved by 
the President who has now restored§ him, evidently 
having been{misled as toSth career, =“ 
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ULSTER OVERCOATS! 


How To Order. 


STATE COLOR—eREY, BLUE OR BROWN. 
“ HEIGHT, MEASURE AROUND BREAST AND WAIST, LENGTH 


OF SLEEVE. 
PRICE—$25.00, $30.00, $40.00, $50.00, $55.00. 
Our customers in the West pay no more than those in the 
East. 
We have but onz price, and our goods are sent C.O.D. 


G. W. SIMMONS & SON, 


Original Importers and Largest Manufacturers, 
OAK HALL, BOSTON. 


LAFLIN & RAND POWDER COMPANY. 


21 Park Bow, New York. 


Sole etors and manufacturers of the celebrated ORANGE 
brand of GUN POWDER. Recommended and used by 
A. H. Bogardus, the “Champion Wing Shot of America.” 


Orange Lightning Powder. 


and cleanest Powder made. Nos.1tc?. Packed 
und canisters. The coarser sizes especially 
joading guns, giving 





The strongest 
only in sealed one 
are recommended to owners of fine breech: ! 
great penetration with very slight recoil. 


Orange Ducking Powder. 


For Water-fowl. Verystrong and clean. Nos.1to5. Packed 
in metal kegs of 6% Ibs. each, and canisters of 1 and 5 pounds. 


Orange Rifle Powder. 

This celebrated brand of Powder is more extensively used 
than any other for both Rifles and ShotGuns. Sizes FG, FF 
and F- . Packed in wood and metal kegs of 25, 124g and 614 
ibs., and in canisters of 1 Ib. 

Military Powder. 

The Mili Powder made by this Company is extensively 
used and ly cpuveves by the U.S Government, and ex- 
clusively by the Russian Government for their cartridges 
made in this country. 

MAMMOTH, CANNON, MORTAR, MUSKET and CART- 
Powder made to any desired standard. Packed in wood 
of 100 lbs. or less. Blasting, Mining and Ship- 
grades and sizes packed in wood or metal 


of 25 lbs. 
“Great care is taken in packing and casing Powder for export. 
Also, Manufacturers and Proprietors of the Smith Electric Ma- 
chine for exploding mines, sub-marine blasts, etc. 

Address P.O. Box 2308, N. Y. 








Ww O. LINTHICUM, 174 Firtn Avenugz, N. Y. 
* MERCHANT TAILOR & REPORTER OF FASHIONS. 
the Army and yo 9 of Jan. 81, 1874. 

enthusiasm for one’s business or profession is not onl 
admirable in itself but is the chief element of success, and it fe 
t has given . O. Linthicum, of 174 Fifth avenue, New 
tion am tailors which secured for him the 
as chief among his class. There 
no college of tailors that we know of ; if there were one Mr. 
thicum would, we doubt not, be chosen by acclamation to the 
geedteney. or the chief & good 
self, but is the cause of tailoring in others, La | 

original systems for —s ls in boo 
form, the editor of “ Linthicum’s Jo of New York Fash- 
ions,” and the publisher of a t variety of patterns for coats, 
pants, and vests, which are ed cut to measure or other- 
wise at a moderate price. Supplied with these officers at a dis- 
tance from New York can make sure, wherever they are, of 
having their clothes made according to the most approved New 


York cut. 

* Universelle de 186% a Paris Le International 
honorable a W. 0. Lintnicum (New York Etats 
See) Leveeatore of Detect. IV. Class 35. Vetements. 
Paris, le ler Juillet 1867. Le Conseiller d’ Etat, Commissaire General 
¥. La Hay, L¢ Ministre Vice President de la Commission Imperiale. 





professorship ; for he is not only 
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Ww. CONARD, (late Chief of Paymaster’s Divisior 
4th Anuditor’s Office,) 
Accountant and Claim Ageut. 
NAVAL CLAIMS A SPECIALTY. 
Prize Money, Bounty, Pensions, Back Pay, etc. 
All kinds of postnoes promptly attended to for moderate 


enarges.—P. O. Box 612. 
Office, 1427 F Street, Washington, D. C. 


[PORTANT TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS 


Great Reduction of Terms in the Celebrated 
Academy of the Visitation 
At Mount de Chan near Wheeling, WwW. Va. 
Board and Tuition in the entire English and French Speen, 
Bed and Bedd Washing and Mending, 
Pael, Stationery and Doctor’s Fees, per annum........ 
Piano Lassona, Cf 
Even more favorable terms may be made, where two or more 
sisterssimultaneously attend the school. For further particulars, 
apply for the Prospectus of the Academy. 
Jeneral Sherman, U. 8. Army, and lady, Washington, D.C 
man, U. 8. an , Wasi » D.C. ; 
gdmiral David D. Borter, V. s N, Wasnia on, D.C. ; Major: 
Bykes, U. 8. Se a LN. Palmer, U. 8. Amey, 
M. 

















Omaha, Neb. ; -General L. P. Graham, U. 8. 4 

ier-General Wm, Graham, U. 8. Army 7 Mrs. Admiral 
t Wasb ugton, D. C.: General 8. D. Btarges, U. 8. 
——— 
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THE ALTERATION OF THE IRON-CLADS. 

are glad to receive from many and widely 

different sources evidences that our late 
e tion of the condition of the Navy has attracted 
the attention it seemed to us to deserve, both from 
the Navy and Congress. From every quarter we 
have corroborative testimony, and ,encouragement to 
continue the statement of faets of which the long ar 


ticle of a few weeks ago formed only a beginning. 
We shall respond to that desire with many more de- 
tails confirming all that we have said, and more than 
confirming it. It is gratifying, too, to find that our 
exposition of the deplorable state of the Navy, fore- 
boding absolute disaster unless speedily corrected, 
has rather led to the careful consideration of methods 
of remedy than to captious criticism of individual 
officials which could do no good, but would be sure 
to do much harm and possibly injustice. The 
officers of the Navy are universally cognizant of the 
facts we detailed. Many of them they had before seen 
in these columns, and their own personal experience 
has proved the truth of them. As earnest men and 
faithful officers of the Government, proud of their 
service and solicitous for its welfare, the decline of 
the ships of the Navy, relatively to the advances of 
the last decade in marine architecture and armaments, 
and the abortive attempts to patch up old and worth- 
tess hulks into vessels of real efficiency, have long 
filled them with mortification and discouragement. 
It is trying to the pride of a United States Navy 
officer who has been accustomed to command vessels 
that gained at least the respect, and often compelled 
the admiration of foreigners—vessels that were 
models of their kind, in construction and armament— 
to visit foreign ports in ships which, as vessels-of- 
war, excite the just derision of every naval observer. 
The responsibility for the present unsatisfactory con- 
dition of things, as we have before said, does not 
rest with any individual, but with a bad system of 
administration which is especially unfortunate in that 
avoids personal responsibility. Before we go further 
into details altogether additional t> those we have 
already given, we must stop to again consider one 
feature of the situation to which we have often called 
attention, its present importance demanding a re- 
newed presentation. 

We refer to the alterations of the iron-clads, to the 
folly of which we repeatedly called attention when 
they were first proposed. These alterations will cost 
a vast sum of money, which so far as its producing 
anything approaching efficient vessels is concerned, 
might as well be thrown into the sea. They omit 
the one essential point for improvement, that is, the 
armor. Of what value is a fleet of iron-clads whose 
turrets the 7, 8 and 9 inch Woolwich guns, to say 
nothing of those of larger calibre, will easily pene- 
trate, carrying death to every one inside? These 
guns are in the armaments of the English iron-clads 
of the second class, and even their swift unarmored 
vessels; and the navies of Germany, France, Russia, 
Turkey, Spain, Italy, and even Brazil carry guns of 
equal power. The 7-inch gun, as we have shown, 
would send its shell through the armor of all but one 
of our iron-clads, while the 8 and-9-inch could do 
the same for the strongest of them. The direction 
for improvement therefore isand was plain before the 
alterations were talked of. Sell or break up the 
whole batch and build even a single modern iron- 
clad rather than spend money in patching up in- 
efficiently those we have. 

A little more than a year ago, some seven monitors 
of the Passaic class were turned over to the much 
favored Delaware and Pennsylvania iron ship build- 


, ers, to have their hulls raised and new decks put on 


them, at a cost of $180,000 each for this alone. The 
Monandock is being “ repaired” at San Francisco and 
New York with a new hull, Several of the river and 
harbor monitors are to undergo alterations similar to 
those of the Passaic class. The Colossus is to be 
finished as a broadside iron-clad, doing away 
with her expensive turrets, and unmindful of the fact 
that her displacement prevents her carrying armor 
sufficient to give protection against artillery afloat 
in every European navy, that her speed under 
the best conditions cannot rise above 10 knots, and 
that she is built of white oak that willsoon rot, And 
yet no provision has been made for substituting suit- 
able solid for the Jaminated armor with which the 
monitors are now feebly shielded ! 

The results of the Finspong and other European 
rifle practice to which we referred last spring settle 
beyond all question the ability of modern rifles of 
comparatively moderate calibres to penetrate the 
armor of our strongest iron-clads as at present coneti- 
tuted. In these experiments, the pointed chilled 
cast-iron projectile of ® inches diameter penetrated 





|19 inches of laminated armor, composed of wit thick- 





nesses of two-inch plates, of the strongest and most 
fibrous wrought-iron, bolted together as in the 
monitor turrets. At 200 yards each shot penetrated 
the target, a wooden bulkhead three feet thick, 
twelve feet behind the target, and some eight feet of 
earth besides. Moreover fragments of broken plates 
and armor bolts, weighing from 300 to 500 pounds, 
were detached at each shot and spread over the 
ground behind the target. This means of course the 
destruction of the entire turret crew by a single 
well-directed shot. Now, our monitors present a 
much weaker target, being composed of eleven one- 
inch plates instead of six two-inch. As we showed 
at the time we first called attention to these facts 
and their plain significance, the $180,000 it was pro- 
posed to expend in the alterations of the monitors 
would provide solid plating of equal thickness with 
the old laminated, and leave a remainder of $68,0C0 
which certainly should seem in itself enough to ex- 
pend on such light and perishable hulls, built dur- 
ing a national crisis in which they well served their 
immediate purpose. 

The makesbift for solid armor, which it is com- 
monly reported in Naval circles has been adopted, is 
a most delusive and unsatisfactory substitute. The 
narrow, curved and brittle solid hammered 5-inch 
iron slabs made for the central part of the turret 
walls of the Kalamazoo (Colossus) class, are to be 
straightened and patched on to the present worthless 
laminated armor. The slabs are unfit for armor— 
scarcely better than cast-iron—and the guns we have 
mentioned, as every ordnance expert knows, would 
demolish them as easily as the old laminated plates, 
and produce equally disastrous results. How disas- 
trous those results would be every one who under- 
stands that a shell which fairly explodes in a 
monitor’s turret practically puts the ship hors du 
combat, well knows. 

It is thus easy to see that the expensive alterations 
in progress involve a simple waste of money. The 
ships will be little if any better after they are done, 
and the cost, even considering what is to be done, 
is entirely disproportionate to the inefficient result. 
And yet the Navy is in desperate straits, with not an 
iron-clad (unless perhaps one) that would not be 
defeated, if not ut once sunk, by the iron-clads of 
every European navy, the Arapiles included. The 
outlook is certainly far from encouraging, since we 
not only have no modern irun-clad, but are also 
throwing away money that might be put to effective 
use, in tinkering up iron-clads that are just about as 
worthless after the money is spent on them as they 
were before. 








For several years there has been a good deal of 
discussion both inand out ot the Navy, as to the use- 
fulnessof the Marine Corps. Some writers have even 
argued the propriety of its abolition, or at least con- 
solidation with the Army, and an unfounded report 
that the committee on appropriations of the House of 
Representatives had seriously discussed the advisa- 
bility of doing the one thing or the other, was given 
a few weeks ago in a Washington paper, and cor- 
rected in these columns. It is very clear to us that 
if the project advocated by some in the Navy for the 
absorption of the Corps into the Army should find 
favor and be adopted—as is not at all likely—it 
would not be long before these same officers would 
be advocating a detail of soldiers for their vessels or 
fleets. As we contended a few weeks ago, to 
abolish the Corps on sound principles, it must be 
proved that its services are not needed. This it is 
nut possible to do. The Department daily receives 
applications for the increase of the guard at yards 
and stations, and others to maintain the guard at its 
full complement, as frequently come from ships-of- 
war. The fact of thenecessity of a Marine Corps is| 
abundantly proved by long experience. The only ques-) 
tions for argument are as to the quality of the Corps} 
as it exists, and the need and methods of improving 
it. The trouble with the marines is simply this, that 
while they have always had the best non-commis- 
sioned officers and privates to be found anywhere in 
any service, the mode of selecting the commissioned 
officers has been radically wrong. The result has 
been the decline of the Corps in the estimation of 
the public and the Navy. This was much worse be- 
fore the war than it has been since. During the 
great_conflict the Marines did gallant and honorable 
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service, which must always make their uniform be- 
fitting the wearing of the ablest officers, and there 
are many excellent officers in the Corps. But it can- 
not be denied that there are others; some young and 
some old, holding commands, who reflect no credit 
on the Marines, and ought never to have been ap- 
pointed. Thesg officers take no real interest in the 
Corps, and have no pride to raise its efficiency. 
They are carpet knights whose prowess is confined 
to deeds done in the drawing-rooms of the 
great cities, or flaneurs whose faces adorn. club 
room windows and the fashionable thoroughfares. 
Their official functions seem so few that it is hard 
for an outsider to discover them or appreciate their 
value, and when anything like reform is talked about 
they exhaust their energies in discussions of tailor- 
ing. We do not mean to underrate the undoubtedly 
sound arguments for a change of uniform of the 
Marines which correspondents have cleverly pre- 
sented in these columns, but we refer only to those 
who can see no other necessity for reform in the 
Corps than that which concerns its clothes. These 
facts must be—we are sure they are—patent to the 
more earnest Marine officers, and that they have con- 
tributed to bring the Corps into disfavor with many 
intelligent Navy officers is a fact equally certain and 
injurious to the organization. These latter even go 
so far as to advocate the abolition of the Corps in 
the hope of thus getting rid of the offensive incom- 
petents, the insufferable “‘ Captain Jinkses”— and then 
after a time starting a new Corps on a more efficient 
basis. 

The suggestions contained in the reply of a promi- 
nent officer of the Navy to the circular of Brigadier 
General ZEILIN, commandant of the Marine Corps, 
asking for the views of Navy officers as to the Corps, 
published in our number of last week, seem to us to 
point out the true direction for reform to take. 
These views, substantially, we can say, are enter- 
tained by the representative men of the Navy gene- 
rally. The writer started by declaring the necessity 
for a Marine Corps, and his unbroken experience, 
during a long command, that seamen will not per- 
form the police duties of a ship-of-war so well as the 
Marines now do; that the Corps properly reorganized 
and kept in efficient discipline is the surest and best 
guard for the protection of the public property at 
yards and stations; that 1,300 privates are requisite 
for the forty-five ships in commission, and 1,100 more 
for dutyat the eight Navy-yards and the four naval sta_ 
tions. The writerin then arguing that the officers 
of the Corps should be graduates of the Naval Aca. 
demy, selected with special reference to their apti- 
tude for marine duty, suggested an effective and 
available means for improvement in the officering 
of the Corps and its consequent elevation in public 
and professional estimation. Examinations for pro- 
motions; a just and inflexible roster of sea service ; 
the abrogation of a permanent staff, replaced by 
temporary details from the Marine Line; the divi- 
sion of the Marines into three battalions, with an 
élite force of veterans for service as watch at the chief 
Navy-yards, and given an increase in pay and cloth- 
ing ; and other minor recommendations, make up the 
sum of these valuable hints for practical reform. Ifthe 
Marines Corp is to avoid a yearly repetition of the 
discussion of the propriety of its abolition, some such 
reorganization as this must be adopted and rigor- 
ously carried out. The Corps should have officers 
enough of ability seriousiy concerned not only for its 
permanence as a separate organization, but also for its 
real efficiency and reputation, to carry out the needed 
reform, The Captain Jinkses would very likely be 
utterly disgusted, but then they could resign before 
they were weeded out. 








THE report of the Quartermaster-Gencral for 1874 
is full of interesting facts, and illustrates very well 
the anomalous condition of our small and hard 
worked Army, scattered as it is over such a vast ex- 
tent of country. As the money question is that 
which naturally comes first in considering Army ex- 
penses, it is well to notice that the administration of 
the Department for the last five yeets seems to have 
been remarkably economical, the savings in that 
time out of the appropriations being no less than five 
millions and a half of dollars. When we consider 
the amount of work done, and the extent of the ter- 
titory covered by the work, this exhibit shows re- 


markably well for the administrative ability in ou 
Quartermaster’s Department. It is not too much to 
say that the majority of the work necessary for the 
maintenance of the Army is done by this Department. 
Arms and ammunition, food and medical stores, 
ceme through other branches of the ‘staff; but the 
mystic legend Q. M. D. covers the transportation of | 
all these stores, and provides everything else in the 
Army, from a shirt to a railway, clothes and lodges 
the recruit, sends home the discharged veteran, and 
buries the victim of disease or accident. 


The very favorable financial exhibit of General 
Meres gives weight to his recommendation that the 
ranks of the Department should now be opened to 
promotion and appointment. The corps of officers 
on whom its onerous duties fall has been so much 
reduced by time, that it is not able to fill properly 
every post at which an officer of activity and ability 
is needed. The experiment of detailing officers of 
the Line to perform the duties and accept the heavy 
pecuniary responsibilities involved in this depart- 
ment, does not seem, according to the Chief of the 
Department, to bave proved entirely satisfactory. 
The enlistment of permanent post quartermaster ser- 
geants, by allowance of law, is asked for by these 
officers, who complain of insufficient assistance at 
frontier posts, The Chief of the Department endorses 
the request, and renews his recommendation that 
pay be granted to the Line officers, temporarily de- 
tailed to those administrative duties which involve 
such heavy responsibility as in the present case. 
‘*Such an allowance” says General Mrres ‘‘is only 
just, and it would relieve the service from the feeling 
that heavy duties are imposed by such detail, with- 
out any recognition or compensation. Such duties 
are important, and they should be sought by good 
officers, not imposed upon the slothful and unwil- 
ling.” The number of officers in the regular Depart- 
ment is now reduced to 66, and this has necessitated 
the detail of 314 officers of the Line, princi- 
pally subalterns, to posts requiring a special 
training. Two deaths are reported for the year, 
namely Lieutenant-Colonel Hyatr C. Ransom, 
deputy quartermaster-general, and Brevet Brigadier- 
General Freperick Myers, the first at Jefferson- 
ville, Ind., 16th March, 1874, the latter at Santa Fe., 
N. M., 7th July, 1874. Both were war veterans, bre- 
vetted for service in the field. A single defalcation 
is reported, punished by cashiering, out of the three 
hundred and cighty officers entrusted with the care 
and distribution of stores averaging fifty thousand 
dollars in value to each officer. Transportation was 
furnished during the fiscal year, by rail, wagon and 
stage to 34,159 persons, 5,835 beasts, and 99,204 
tons of material. This includes the transportation 
and exchange of six regiments, bodily, from one side 
of the Continent to another. The increasing use of 
steam launches in the harbors, to and from our 
prominent forts, is freely commented on, and, from 
General Meras’ account, they seem to prove exceed- 
ingly useful. At Fort D. A. Russell, at Chey- 
enne, Wyoming Territory, the department has 
expended $10,000 ir boring 1,381 feet for wa- 
ter, only found after a full year’s labor. Offi- 
cers and others interested in the decent appearance 
of our Army will be glad to hear that the supply of 
old clothes, to which they were condemned by a lib- 
eral Congress, has nearly disappeared, thanks to 
moths and damp storage. In future the new pat- 
terns will be issued. The plaited blouse is an excep- 
tion to ‘he satisfaction inspired by the new dress. 
So many complaints have been made against it that 
a plainer pattern has been authorized, which will 
save $84,000 a year to the Government. Experi- 
ments by the Department on preventives against 
moths have resulted in a very simple process, which 
answers the purpose well and cheaply. Every bale 
is placed in an air-tight cylinder, which is then 
pumped full of hot gas, killing moths, eggs and all. 
The process can be repeated as often as necessary to 
ensure constant safety. The steam engine in use at 
every large depot supplies the power, an anthracite 
stove the hot gas, fatal to insects. The National 
Cemeteries have received due attention in the report, 
but the title deeds of many are said to be still unsat- 
isfactory, the effort to complete them still continu- 
ing. Sixty-nine of these cemeteries still need super- 


intendents. It is a melancholy fact that no less than ——- (H. : 3012) published in the Jounnaz of 


at the present date, exceeding the number of those 
known, and attesting the price paid for the Union. 

We might continue much longer on the interest- 
ing facts developed by this report, which is a model 


cursory enumeration of the principal points. 


“ On the 26th of December,” writes a correspondent, 
“Mrs, ANN Cask, wife of FRANKLIN CuAsE, Esq., for 
thirty-five years U. 8. Consul and Consul-General at 
Tampico, was buried in Greenwood Cemetery. It is 
believed the Journat will convey the news of the 
death of this eminent and estimable lady to many old 
officers of the Army and Navy who were among her 
numerous friends and admirers, During the long 
public career of her husband she maintained a most 
distinguished position, due to her valuable services 
not only to her own country and countrymen, but to 
the citizens of other nationalities—services which 
were recognized in several instanees by munificent 
testimonials, which remain as memorials of her hero- 
ism, ability and goodness, She became widely 
known to our own people by the important informa- 
tion which she furnished during the war with Mex- 
ico, which led to the capture of Tampico and which 
was fully acknowledged, at the time, by the com- 
manding officers present, Commodores Perry and 
TATNALL. Her later years were passed in Brooklyn, 
where, among her friends, she commanded un- 
bounded esteem and affection by the display of her 
lovable qualities and her wonderful abilities, cul- 
tured by a varied and unusual experience and exten- 
sive information. She expired on the evening uf the 
22d ult., after a long illness, the severe suffering of 
which she bore with characteristic fortitude. 
Shrouded in the old flag she had so courageously 
hoisted and stood by in the Mexican war, she was 
followed to the grave by a few sincere mourners— 
representatives of a wide circle of friends in Europe 
and America—who thus paid the last tribute to one 
of the great women of our country in this century.” 














Ir was recently stated in English papers that an 
ingenious projectile invented by a Russian officer, 
was claiming the attention of military scientists. 
The sczaroch, as the supposed invention is called, 
is an elongated shell, the head of which is completely 
spherical; a round shot upon the end of an iron 
cylinder. The two parts are united by compara- 
tively slight thickness of metal. When fired the 
sczaroch leaves the gun like an ordinary shell; but 
when it bursts the cylinderical part alone flies to 
pieces, while the spherical head continues its flight 
intact and may ricochet for hundreds of yards farther, 
After bursting and scattering its fragments among 
the guns of the enemy, the head goes on the plunge 
into the infantry still further back. 1t-is to be used 
in Russia, however, only for cannon of moderate size. 

As far as it goes this is all very nice. The in- 

genuity shown in the projectile is undoubted and its 
value probable. It so happens, however, that the 
identical weapon now denominated the sczaroch was 
invented in this country, and tested at West Point 
several years ago, being theinvention of Mr. Perrin, 
now of the village of Rye, Westchester County, and 
formerly a member of DuryEa’s Zouaves. His in- 
vention was favorably commented on when tried at 
West Point, but owing to that want of means which 
has crippled so many inventors, it bas not yct 
attracted public attention as it deserves. 
In our “Correspondence” columns will be also 
found a similar spurious ‘‘invention” exposed, the 
so-called “‘ BROADWELL ring” which was in common 
use in the SHarps Rifle factory even at the close of 
the Crimean war, being used in an invoice of carbines 
made for the English government by Ropsins and 
LAWRENCE of Windsor, Vermont, on which contract 
and others ensued aten years’ litigation, and the 
detail of an English colonel of artillery to reside in 
New York and attend to the contract. While it 
may be true, as Puff says in the “ Critic,” that 
“ SHAKESPEARE and I had the same idea, that’s all,” 
still it is somewhat strange that a well known im- 
provement like the gas check of a SHARPs carbine 
should be claimed as an invention by a foreign artil- 
lery founder. 








THE Senate > 987), ‘‘to reduce and fix the 
partment of the Army,” is the 








179,962 graves remain unnemed in these cemeteries, | Dec. 10 


of clearness, but space forbids more than the above - 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Editor of the AND Navy Jovgnat does not hold him- 
self responsible f {adinlduel carecsious ut in comm 
micetions publisked under this head. His is to allow the 
— oe ith propriety and good 


SUGGESTIONS ABOUT ARMY PROMOTION. 
Tb the Editor y the Army and Navy Journal. ; 


Sim: The bill of Mr. Coburn relating to the promo- 
tion of Seine eensene NE he Sine 4 gtd ene 
poy aes a very excellent one for these cers, and 
one which they well deserve and should have, for the 
officers of this corps are a credit to their profession and 
honor to their country. But what is to become of the 
junior combatant officers of the Army? Are they not 
also entitled to promotion on length of service, or is 
the great on in the promotion of the subaltern 
officers of Army to continue indefinitely? The 
writer of this is now in his eighth year a second leu- 
tenant of infantry, previous to which he served over 
four years as a commissioned officer in the volunteer 
service, and is now only fifth on the list for promotion 
in his regiment. At the same rate of advancement, he 
will have served almdst sixteen years before he can 
attain the rank of first lieutenant, and he is by no 
means sanguine that he will have reached that envia- 
ble position in the time mentioned. 

As for ever being a captain is far beyond his expec- 
tations, for at the rate promotion has progressed in his 
regiment for the last six years, he never could possibly 
attain that rank, for not one vacancy in this grade has 
occurred in that time. The majority of the subalterns 
of the Army are, comparatively speaking, old men. 
They served during the war of the rebellion, and their 
heads are now silvery, and the elasticity of youth is 
gone. They have served honorably and faithfully for 
a great number of years, and are still in the very lowest 
grades of the Army, with but slight prospects of ad- 
- vancement. Is there no remedy for this state of affairs? 
Must this bad system of promotion always continue? 
Can there be no means devised whereby an officer 
could reach the grade of captain in comparative youth? 
Has the government ever examined into this matter 
with a view of seeking a remedy? It appears not. I 
know it is presumptuous on my part, considering the 
very few and limited talents I possess, to offer, or even 
suggest a remedy, but as I am one of the interested, I 
cannot help doing it. It is as follows : 

First—That officers of the grade of first and 
second lieutenants be designated and known as lieu- 
tenants, taking rank from original evtry into service, 
when service was continuous; promote them by se- 
niority in each arm of the service. In this way a con- 
tinuous flow of promotion will take place. Every 
officer would reach a captaincy in his turn, and the 

from one regiment to another would take 
place so seldom that no injury from this cause could 
occur. 

Second—Upon a continuous service of twelve years 
as lieutenant, promote to captain, without ones 
the number of officers. Anofficer thus promoted coul 
remain on duty in the same regiment and company in 
which he served as lieutenant, until a vacancy should 
occur. A system of this kind should be adopted, for 
it would certainly seem that an officer should reach the 
rank of captain upon twelve years’ service. Even if a 
ca promoted on length of service should not re- 
ceive any pay above that of lieutenant until he should 
have received his company he would be placed upon 
the lineal rank of captains for the rank of major 
which is the great object required. Besides it would 
give him when acting in concert with officers 
of the staff corps. As it is now, the staft have the 
lion’s share of al! the high rank in the Army. The ac- 
cidents of service should not be the only guide to pro- 
motion. of service should be a factor taken 
into consideration. If the above suggestions should 
become a law, some of our old gray-haired lieutenants 
could expect to reach a captaincy before their fiftieth 

Third—In time of war, fill half the vacancies that 
occur by selection, but this promotion should be made 
only for extraordin conduct and great’ per- 
sonal bravery in the field, aud the power of keeping 
men well in hand before the enemy; for an officer who 
shows vacillation in action would be better off in the 
field. The commanding general in the field should 
have the power to promote an officer for conspicuous 
gallantry on the field of hattle, which came under his 
observation or the observation of generals of divisions 
or brigades. Commanders of regiments, brigades, di- 
visions and corps in time of war 'y soon find out 
the brave and efficient officer, and promotion by selec- 
tion should son be made on their recommendations. 
In no case should any 7 ogg be made on political 
influence or recommendations. 

Fourth—Every officer should enter the Army as 
lieutenant 4nd work his way up by regular promotion. 
This is common justice. 

é' THIRTY-EIGHT. 








COURTS MARTIAL. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Sr: A military court, both in England and in this 
country, seems to be essentially a court of equity, if 
we der their nature and institution. Courts-mar. 
tial, it is erally supposed, originated in the ancient 
‘*Court Military” or ‘‘ Court of Chivalry,” which 
court was, as Blackstone states, invested by statute 13 
Richard IT. with jurisdiction over offences and matters 
purely military in their nature, and over which the 
common law had no j on W ; as, for in- 
stance, ‘* contracts touching deeds of arms and war 
out ef the realm, »nd also of things which touch war 
out of the rvalm, which cannot be determined or dis- 
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cussed by the common law.” It also had cognizance 
of matters of honor which arose between the nobility 
and gentry, preserved distinctions of degrees and qua- 
lity, and many other matters of a similar character 
purely military in their nature. 

Not only were these questions of a nature that could 
not be brought before a common law court, but the 
method of procedure was altogether unlike that pur- 
sued in a civil court. The proceedings were by peti- 
tion in 4 summary way ; the trial, instead of being by 
jury, was by witnesses or by combat. “The only repa- 
ration it could give was in point of honor ; in brief, 
the only offences it could deal with were those un- 
known to the common law. The only reparation it 
could render was that which the common law courts 
could not give. It was a court peculiar to itself, insti- 
tuted to supply certain deficiencies or wanting ele- 
ments in the recognized and prevalent Jaw of the land. 
It was separate and altogether distinct from the ordi- 
nary criminal or civil courts. The modern military 
court, or court-martial, though very unlike the ancient 
court of chivalry in its objects and pu , still bears 
the impress of the institution from which it sprung. 
It is a peculiar court, organized for a peculiar purpose, 
and to arrange the legal questions that may arise 
among members of a particular class of the community. 
And even in its proceedings and the rules appertaining 
thereto, it follows the civil rather than the common 
law. It deals with questions that the common law 
cannot touch, and its great object is to get at the truth, 
without any embarrassments and limitations. It is, in 
fact, a court of equity ; but, notwithstanding all this, 
it has become customary to apply the rules and prin- 
ciples of the common law courts to military courts, the 
rules of one institution to another institution entirely 
foreign to it. It would be as well to apply the laws of 
England to the Persians and Turks. The court-martial 
proper exists no more, as it succeeded to the court of 
chivalry ; so another court has succeeded to it—a 
mongrel court, composed »f the skeleton of the mili- 
tary court, filled out with detached portions of the 
civil court—a court which amounts to neither one 
thing or another—the good that remains of the mili- 
tary principle being neutralized by the adverse nature 
of the civil, the good element introduced by the civil 
is brought to nought by the opposite character of the 
military. Nunta INFANTRY. 


JUSTICE TO AN AMERICAN 1NVENTOR. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal ; ‘ 
Sir: The prevention of gas-leakage in breech-load- 








The system now used for this purpose in the Krupp 
and other breech-loading ordnance of Europe, and 
commonly known as the ‘‘ Broadwell ring,” or slight 
modifications thereof, is the invention of General 
James Durell Greene, of Boston, late Colonel of the 
Sixth Infantry, U. 8. Regular Army, and now in Eu- 
rope with his new system of breech-loading small arms. 
He first brought out this gas check in a carbine made 
for the English army some eighteen years ago. 

The following extract from ‘‘Scoftern’s Projectile 
Weapons of War,” London, 1858, page 250, is perti- 
nent: ‘‘ Perhaps the greatest difficulty gun-makers 
have had to contend with in devising eflicient breech- 
loading fire-arms, is that of preventing gas-leakage. 
Col. Greene a by avery ingenious contrivance, 
to cause an exploded charge to effect its own tightness. 
Inside the barrel is a sliding iube not cylindrical, but 
conoidal ; the pressure of gunpowder blast necessarily 
forces back this short sliding tube or ring, and neces- 
sarily too the stronger the blast, the stronger the 


pressure. 

Broadwell brought out this identical system years 
afterwards, and now appears as its originator, while to 
General J. D. Greene is due all the merit of its inven- 
tion. Yours truly, E. L. Kinney. 
22 LAFAYETTE SQuARE, WasurtneTon, D. C. 








THE SEA. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Sir: In your pa of Oct. 10, isa very beautiful 
iece of poet entitied ‘‘ The Sea.” It was headed ‘‘An 
Extract, > and signed, ‘‘ Byers, Zurich,” but I do not 
believe that the person who sent it was the author, for 
several reasons: First, the rhythm was perfect, yet the 
lines were inaccurately divided; for instance, the 
second line should end with the words “ as draws,” 
not with the word ‘‘ arms,” and the third line with the 
word ‘‘ North,” not with the word ‘‘ to,” as printed in 
the JourNAL of the 10th; the second line was too 
short and the fourth line too long; the sixth line should 
end with the word “ desire,” not with the word ‘‘ wild,” 
and possessed one cadence too beer so, in a copy 
which I sent to a friend, (a brother officer in the Navy), 
I dropped the words ‘‘ nor gold,” making the line to 
conform, in length, to the rest. Again, the seven- 
teenth line should end with the word ‘‘ snatch,” and 
not with the word ‘‘ but,” = to — . also arene 9 
in length, I dro the word ‘‘long’d-for;” if termi- 
enna with the er ‘*but,” it makes the next line too 
long. In the thirteenth line a new paragraph is com- 
menced, where a new paragraph ought not to be. I 
have therefore omitted this change altogether, substi- 
tuting for it a single period. I think these chan 
are an improvement. I chan; the phraseology too 
in three or four places; for instance, the lines, (as in 
the JouRNAL of Oct. 10): 
ea “ "a deck ; 

a te pot eed Seite, A. misono high 

The white sea-foam leap up to greet him with 

Its rude embrace.”’ 

I altered seastoread: 

Ageia ante a tn Hs et 

The white sea-foam leap up to greet him with 

Its welcome rude. 











The changes in the ‘first and second lines are, 1 


‘ 


ing ordnance is, it is well known, of vital importance. | P 


think, for the better; and the sea-foam could hardly 
be - to embrace him, unless he weat overboard to 
meet it. 

The writer is too fond of the word ‘‘ strange,” which 
occurs no. less than three times in thisshort piece. I 
have therefore changed it in the line before the last so 
as to read instead of ‘‘ then sweetly sleeps the strange 
ss ‘then sleeps the long unbroken sleep;” and 
the last line I changed from “in old ocean’s arms,”’ to 
“ clasp’d in its silent deep embrac&” 

These changes are none of them very great, and 
seemed n to perfect the beauty of the piece. 
and I believe would have been accepted by the author. 

The friend for whom I made them told me to send 
them to‘you and request you to repu)Jish the lines, as 
I had amended them. They will bear republication, 
for they are very beautiful, and speak eloquently to 
the heart of a sailor. W. B. W. 


THE SEA. 


There is a charm about the dangerous sea, 
Which draws man to its rugged arms, as draws 
The polar star the compass to the North. 
Let him but taste the briny oceanonce, _ 
Nor friends, nor home can stay his wild desire 
To breast again its waves, to breathe its air, 
To brave its tempests, and to share its calm. 
To him the tT: with all its heartless wreck 
And ruin, is a thing to love. Its storms 
Are playthings to his ae heart ; he sleeps 
Amid its foaming rage, as siegps a child 

+ Upon some mossy bank, nor dreams of harm 
To happen, ere his day hascome. To be 
Upon its billowy breast, sweetheart and wife, 
Mother and child, are left to weep and wait 
Through Men | days, weeks, months, and years; and when 
At last, the sailor comes, tis but to snatch 
One hurried kiss of love, a wife’s embrace, 
A mother’s tears—then yield himself again 
To that strange spell which binds him to the sea. 
Again he tramps the deck, agaia climbs high 
Among the shrouds and sails, and feels again 
The white sea-foam leap up to greet him with 
Its welcome rade ; his heart is strangely full, 
And all he has he gives to his best love— 
The sea—his youth, his manhood, and at last, 
Himself ; then sleeps the long, unbroken sleep 
Of death, clasp’d in its silent deep embrace. 


THE CACTUS FICUS INDICUS 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal; 


Smr: To the articles heretofore allowed space in 
your columns, concerning the medicinal properties of 
the prickly pear, and the excellence of its juice as an 
anti-scorbutic, I would like to add the following, ex- 
tracted from an old book of travels, long since out of 
rint: 

“The cactus ficus indicus, or ey pear, which 
rows to a prodigious size in the Holy Land, as in 
gypt, where it is used as a fence forthe hedges of 
enclosures, sprouts luxuriantly among the rocks, dis- 
playing its gaudy yellow blossoms amidst thorns, 
defying all human approach. It is applied tothe same 
use in the West Indies. Baron de Tott notices its im- 
portance as a fence in Palestine. The hedges serve as 
an insurmountable barrier for the security of the 
fields. To such a height does it grow, and with such 
strength is it endowed, that it might, in certain lati- 
tudes, answer temporary purposes, as an outwork of 
a fortification. Artillery has no effect upon it; (this 
was before the day of rifled cannon!) fire will-not act 
upon it; pioneers cannot approach it; and neither 
cavalry nor infantry can traverse it. 

‘* He afterward saw this plant with astem, or trunk, 
as large as the main-mast of a frigate. It produces a 
delicious cooling fruit, which becomes ripe toward the 
end of July, and is then sold in all the markets of the 
country.” 

The learned traveller was visiting the ancient cities, 
whose ruins are scattered in rich profusion along the 
sbores of the Mediterranean, and, at the time of 
writing the above, was in the neighborhood of St. 
Jean d’Acre, the ancient Ptolemais. Myself, who 
have seen this plant growing in California, can bear 
witness to its immense height, its impenetrability as a 
hedge, and the grateful. pulpy freshness of its fruit. 
The climate of these two regions is not very dis- 
similar. CARTOUCHE. 








COMPULSORY RETIREMENT. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal : 


Srr: There are persons who seem to think that an 
argument against compulsory retirement in the Army 
at sixty-two, may be deduced by asking how such com- 
pulsory act would work if applied to the U. 8. Su- 
preme Court. The cases are dissimilar: — ; 

1. Activity of mind is about all that is required of 
the Supreme Judges, whereas, in the case of Army 
officers mental activity must be coupled with physical 
activity, and the latter must appear to an extent not 
exacted or expected of men over sixty-two in other 
professions. : 

2. The compulsory law for the Army is proposed to 
remedy the evils of a certain odious discretionary one 
which does exist there, but does not exist in the Su- 

reme Court or anywhere else under our Government 
if the same discretionary power existed in the execu- 
tive to retire justices of the Supreme Court at sixty- 
two, that exists to retire Army officers of that age, the 


ge8 | independence of the court would be impaired if not 


destroyed, the course of justice imperilled, and the 
bench subjected to danger of demoralization by the 
temptation among its occupants to secure such favor 
from the executive as would continue them in their 

laces. If necessary to escape the effects or even the 
iability to them of such a state of things, the bench and 
the people would doubtless earnestly pray to Congress, 
asa large part of the Army now does, fora compul- 
sory law that would retire upon terms of equality all 
who had to go, and would leave alike independent all 
who remained. Any argument against the proposed 





Army bill that is supposed to be embraced in a similar 
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question concerning the U. S. Senate may be answered 
as that relating to the Supreme Court is. 
SIXTY-ONE. 








THE PRUSSIAN ARMY. 


INCLUDING THE PAY DEPARTMENT, AND THE PAY OF 
OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS. 


BY AN OFFICER OF THE AMERICAN ARMY. 


THE DIVISIONS AND STRENGTH OF THE NORTH GERMAN 
ARMY. 


THE army of North Germany is divided into thirteen 
army corps, of which one is the guard corps, and the 
others number from one to twelve inclusive. 

They are comprised temporarily into five army de- 
partments, of which the first, second, third, and fifth, 
embrace two army corps, the fourth three army corps. 
The guard corps and the Twelfth (Saxon) belong to no 
army division. Every army corps is in peace divided 
into two divisions. Each division consists of two 
infantry and one cavalry brigades. Likewise belong 
to each corps one or two artillery regiments, one yager 
battalion, one pioneer and one train battalion. In war 
the cavalry will also be formed into cavalry divisions. 
Aa infantry division consists in war of two infantry 
brigades, one cavalry regiment and an artillery detach- 
ment. 

An infantry brigade is composed in general of two 
infantry regiments, every regiment is composed of 
three battalions, and each battalion of four companies 
of about 833 soldiers.. The strength of the field army, 
exclusive of the Landwehr, is abuut 468,000. The 
Landwehr and reserve troops are 360,000 more, making 
the strength of the North German army 848,000, liable 


to be put in the field in ten days’ notice, and including | ge 


the three branches, 1,600,000 men. 
SPECIAL AUTHORITY AND CORPS. 

The war ministry has the chief guidance of military 
affairs. The Minister of War is the chief of the 
same. The next higaest military authorities are the 
generals commanding and the generalinspectors. The 
jurisdiction remains with the general commanding 
each army corps, and consists of the general staff, the 
adjutant, the intendant, the corps auditor, the general 
physician of the corps and the military chaplain. The 
general staff consists of officers who prepare the com- 
mands of the higher commanders, referring to the 
movements and position of the troops, regulating the 
lodging of troops in war time, working out the 
arrangements and commands and superintending the 
execution of the same. The general staff is divided 
into the great general staff, and the general staft of 
army corps and divisions. With each army stands the 
chief of the general staff at the head of these officers. 
The adjutants consist of officers who have to make 
out the reports and the other writing business of the 
troops. Every regiment and every battalion has an 
—. 

he place of intendant of each army corps is occu- 
pied by military officers, who provide for the pay, 
clothing, and subsistence of the troops. In the regi- 
ments and battalions these affairs are transferred to an 
economist cash commission, to which the paymaster 
belongs. In the company under the instruction of the 
captain, the ‘‘feldwebel” provides for the pay of 
the troops, the captain d’armes for the clothing, and 
the fourrier for the subsistence of the company. 


THE OFFICERS. 


The officers are generals, staft officers, captains, sub- 
altern and under officers, and are as follows: Com- 
manding general of an army corps, division com- 
manders, regimental and brigade commanders, governor 
or commander of a garrison, company chiefs, sub- 
altern and under officers of the company. The riding 
master of cavalry belongs to the rank of captains. 
First and second lieutenants are subordinate officers, 
whilst feldwebel, ensigns, sergeants, and . under 
officers are called under officers. In the cavalry, 
riding artiHery, and gens d’armes, the name of 
wachtmeister is used instead of feldwebel. The 
higher artillerymen have the rank of feldwebel, 
the bombardiers of artillery and other pioneers 
are under officers. The staff musicians of infantry 
and staff trumpeters of cavalry and artillery 
have the rank of feldwebel or wachtmeister; musi- 
cians, regimental and battalion drummers, staft horn 
blowers, trumpeters, higher hospital attendants have 
the rank of under officers or sergeants. 

Each company is subdivided into corporal squads, 
several of which compose an officer’s inspection; the 
number of which arranges itself according to the num- 
ber of officers with the company, the number of 
corporal detachments according to the strength of the 
company. In every battalion there are one com- 
mander, two captains first class, two secund class, and 
two of third class, four first lieutenants and fourteen 
second, one paymaster, one physician, feur feldwebel, 
four sergeants first class, eight of the second, four 
under officers first. class, eight of second, and from 
thirty to forty of the third. A regiment of infantry 
numbers from 1,700 to 3,100, and cavalry from 500 to 
600 men. 

THE COMPOSITION OF THE ARMY. 


L The army is divided into the standing army and the 
andwehr. The call to enter the standing army 
gins at the age of twenty. The soldier must serve 
Seven years, three by the flag in active service, four as 
reserve. This reserve is for the purpose of re-enforc- 
ing the standing army in case of war. 

The Landwehr consists of those who have served 
their three years in standing army, and have been dis- 
missed from the reserve. They serve five years, and are 
also liable in war to be called into active service. 
S e Landsturm consists of those who have completed 

= Service of twelve years in standing army, reserve, 
“ Landwehr, of the ages from thirty-two to forty- 

©, and of boys who have not yet served, from 


seventeen to twenty. These also assemble together in 
case of war at the command of the king. ‘‘ Free will 
one year-ers” are those who serve one year at their 
own cost of arms, equipments, uniform and subsis- 
tence, and are excused from further service in the 
standing army, and then fall in the category of 
reserves. 
PAY DEPARTMENT. 


The Prussian State has a central money depot, the 
— States depot and the royal high cash depot. 

he former takes cognizance of the receipts from im- 
ports and duties, and has supervision over the royal 
high cash depot, and relates to the entire income and 
expenditures, for the detail traffic (commerce) of 
the different authorized administrations, according to 
their special conditions. The royal high commission 
has exclusive control of the receipts and expenditures 
for the military management. For the avoidance of 
money transmissions through the post, the outgoin 
payments are permitted to be paid through a speci 
commission. The receipt and expenditures of the 
payments for the army can only be done through the 
advice of the military intendants. In every detach- 
ment and every battalion there is a particular commis- 
sion with a ‘‘Truppen Kassen” (troop pay bureau), 
prepared. There is also. a general central office and 
corps pay depot, for the guard and Third army corps. 
The corps pay depot, under the royal high commission, 
is located at the seat of the military intendant for the 
several army corps at their several stations. Thehigh 
commanding officer’s authority is not furnished with 
any special money depot. The higher officers (beamten), 
functionarist, and under officers receive their pay and 
equipment money competence under the instruction 
of the field intendant immediately from the corps war 


pot. 

For the direction, administration, and supervision 
of the whole cash business for each troop detachment, 
is constituted a particular [commission under the 
name of the cash commission of the regiment, battalion, 
or brigade, division, company, etc. The commission 


highest ranking officer, and the paymaster. It is the 
special business of these two associated in the com- 
mission to compare the several books and accounts of 
the paymaster, see that he makes no mistakes, while 
the review and auditing of his payments belongs to 
the special deputy intendant. 

The payment of officers, physicians, surgeons, gun- 
makers and saddlers, is made on the first of every 
month in advance. 

The payment for the remainder of the company is 
made, as arule, subject, however, to the decision of the 
commanding officer, on the first, eleventh, and twen- 
ty-first of every month. 

Pay of the officers and physicians is made in 
pay books (pay accounts), the wages of the soldiers on 
receipted pay rolls, attested by the company or 
squadron chiefs. 

The pay of the infantry amounts monthly to three 
thalers ($2.40), three and half thalers ($2.80) per month 
in cavalry. They receive also three pfennings (2-3 of a 
cent) daily, sustenance addition, and the so-called ex- 
traordinary sustenance addition, which is different 
according to the market price in the garrison. For 
the comfort of a warm dinner the soldier has daily to 
pay from his wages one silver groschen and three 
pfennings (3 1-8 cents),and the extraordinary sustenance 
addition. The daily increase of three pfenniugs is for 
the improvement of his breakfast. The wages 
are paid in advance, the sustenance allowance 
additional every ten days. This subsistence money is 
an additional pay of 1} thalers per month to pay the 
provisions of the soldier, and is puid by the ‘“ feld- 
webel” of the company, at the same time he receivcs 
his regular pay, Bread is delivered to the soldier every 
four days. The daily dread portion is in garrison 1 lb. 
60z. On the march and fest days, 1 Ib. 13 oz. is 
allowed. 

Upon the march, if the soldier is fed by his host he 
pays therefor 1 silver groschen and 3 pfennings, and 
receives from the landlord 11b. 130z. rye bread, $1b. 
meat, pepper and salt for dinner and supper. In can- 
tonments or bivouacs the soldier receives from the 
magazine the smaller or larger portion of victuals for 
which he pays 1 silver groschen 3 pfennings. 

The smaller portion consists as follows: 

1]b. 6 oz. of bread, 44 oz. of raw meat, 2% oz. of rice, 
or 34 grits or peeled barley, or 7 oz. peas or half peck 
of potatoes, $ oz. of salt, 2-5 oz. coffee. 

he greater portion consists of: 

1 lb. 18 oz. bread, 74 0z. raw meat, 3} 0z. of rice, or 
44 oz. grits or peeled barley, 9}0z. peas or 2-3 pec 
potatoes, 3 oz. salt and 2-5 oz. coffee. 

In the cash book of each soldier is entered up 
for him the coming pay competence through the 
feldwebel. 

The money allowance fér subsistence is either’ paid 
directly to the soldier when he buys his own rations, 
or, if issued from the provisions depot, deducted from 
his pay and paid into the subsistence department. 


PAY OF FIELD AND STAFF 


Allowance 2 © 8 S¢ we 
as 2. z “S35 | 
Quarters. tm oo ea Ss 
ai #8 & OF BS & 
1112-3 General of Infantry 
OP ORE ved é <vcctevees 833 1-8 
41.98 MalePin.-onsceccessees 250 
111 2-8 Corps Commander....833 1-3 416 2-3 25 12 787 
86 2-38 Chief of General Staff.833 1-3 166 2-3 500 
45 General Inspector En 
gineer Corps............. 833 1-3 16623 2% 12 10 S47 
« = Artillery. .... 883 1-3 1662-3 25 12 587 
96 2-8 Divisions Commander, 
Artillery and Eng. Ini 833 1-8 100 8 10 451 1-3 


96 2-3 Brig. Comdr. Cavalry 250 & 4 5 284 
4“. 2 * Infantry. 250 25 8 10 293 


GENERAL STAFF. 


is composed of the regimental commander, the next } 


9 places, 4 laces at 18TH. 
3g ~~ Pr General Staff, 16 places at 158 1-3 for 16 
Pies Captains of General Staff, 5 places at 88 1-8 for 18 places at 
412-3. 


52 Staff Officers, 4 places at 158 1-8 for 4 places at 150. 
oe Mitmelster of Oacalry and Captains of Artillery and Engi- 
Stee eee eae 

Sens ot een ncaddate of Cities according to rank, from 
183 1-8 to 441 2-8. 


00y¢ General Staff and Chiefs of General Staff for inspection 
gy +g 


ENGINEER CORPS. 


Fortress and Pioneer Inspectors, accord‘ag to seniority, 3 
. ietemr Omticen 7 oa plac “rn 158. 
cers, ces 
Copteine, Ist, a. - = eeensse, 108 1-8 places, 60 and 40. 
rst Lieutenants, 3 ’ 
7 areas Chief of Med. Army aftairs, 213 1-8 ; Corps 
Physician. 


n the larger garrisons of Artillery Regiments, 602-8 ; other 
garrisons, 83 1-3. 
PAY OF CAVALRY. 


Wich Gusek Ge Clipe eee See 

Capts., Ist class. .117 1-8.—2nd c’ 60. 

Lieuts., ist Lt.....82 1-6.—2nd Lt., 27 1-8. 

In addition to this pay the officers of this regiment 

and first guard infantry receive for table and clothes: 
for commander and major, 45; captains, 25; Ist 
lieutenant, 17, and 2nd lieutenant, 15, which no other 
regiment receives. Officers of cav are entitled to 
horses, or commutation at 10} per month ; for com- 
mander, 4; major and captain, 8: lieutenants 2. 


OTHER REGIMENTS OF CAVALRY AND ARTILLERY. 
Commander, 2162-3 ; major, 158 1-8; captains, let class, 108 1-8 ; 
2nd class, 60 ; 3rd, 40; 1st ‘and 2nd lieutenants, 30 and 23. 
The pay of officers of infantry is from 6 to 8 dollars per month 
less than cavalry. 
PAY OF COMPANY OF INFANTRY. 
Feldwebel, the highest non-commissioned othicer.20. 
WEED .cccccec cccccegeobscesshenss osnseeses souepeeyee 
Ensigns ........-2.+2 ereese 83g to 14. 
Sergeants, ‘st class 12, 2nd class 11. 
Under officers, 1st class 8, 2nd class 7—6. 





Megubiahed AMAR. ccreneacyconecob-abndl.abanhbend a6 
Common soldiers...... cin = ued yadlierse hlen Chk acne 
Regimental drummers..........----eeeseeseeere ese 6 
Fifers and Grummers...... 2.2.2 c-cecesseccesceess 


In cavalry and artillery the pay is one-half more for soldiers 
and company officers. 

The paymaster through whose courtesy I received 
many of teoghows statistics is a my or mre f of the first 
class and receives 62} per month salary, 200 for his 
office and 144 quarters, and an additional compensation 
called ‘‘zulage” for good behavior, of 60 thalers per 

ear. A paymaster in Germany is always promoted 

rom the ranks. An a who shows sufficient 
ability is put into the office with the paymaster as as- 
sistant, and if he <9 08 the examination is promoted 
to the lowest e of paymasters. 

Paymanter’e acootints are first subject to the revision 
of the Kassen Commission heretofore referred to, and 
finally reviewed twice a year by the Regimental In- 
tendant. Paymasters are divided into five classes, at 
a salary of 750, 650, 600, 550 and 450 thalers, with the 
same compensation for office and quarters. 

Each battalion has a paymaster. He pays directly 
only the officers and under-officers of the company ; 
for the common soldiers he furnishes the money to the 
Feldwebel, who in turn pays them, 

He also buys for the regiment or battalion boots, 
shoes, shirts, leather for helmets, etc. A paymaster is 
not considered upon the same social plane as the other 
officers, as he comes from the ranks. There is no pro- 
motion from the ranks in the Prussian army. 
the last war with France there were but three promo- 
tions, and these were socially ostracised in the same 
manner as would be a colored officer in the United 
States. 

Cadets from the several military schools, after having 
passed the many examinations, are attached to the 
several companies to step into the places of officers as 
soon as vacancies exist, much the same as 
from West Point ; but as, fortunately for , 
there are not enough graduates to fill all the places, 
occasionally an officer is promoted from the A 
soldier after serving a number of years receives a cer- 
tificate of good conduct which demands for him a 
place in the civil service of the country, and which 
must be made for him sooner or later. 

To find the pay in American money multiply the 
number of thalers by 80, which will give the product 
in cents. on 

In addition to pay proper, a general of infantry or 
cavalry receives an allowance for quarters and of 
111 2-8 thalers per month, and forage for eight horses 


k | at 126 thalers each per year 


Divisions and brigade pepe ng ve neve 96 2-8 tha- 
lers monthly for quarters, and pay for six horses. 
Chiefs of pbc staff, and the staff of the several 
army corps receive 86 2-3 thalers, and four horses, or 
commutation at 10} thalers per month. officers 
of general staft receive 69} for quarters. 
Regimental Commander. .613 thalers. 


Major and —— foe oae . * monthly. 
Lieutenants............... 
eldwebel EUigaettbets oned 6 ~ for subsistence, Hy 
Vice ‘Wig oaeeretsheg , Hd a cS ans 
Under Officers........... 96 “ “ 2.0735 
ted and Corporals%5 groschens ‘* 1,20 
Common Soldier.......... ps] id os 1.2 
To get at the entire pay of o and men these 
extra allowances must be added : 
Pay Proper. Quarters. In our 
Commander of Cavalry...21628 61 16 $221.60 
“mone Bae Me 
t class........ = 
a naan penne a $0.80 
= eee b 4 _— 4 9-4 
ME css svcessss ~ 
A ee 23 0 — 43 40 


INFANTRY. Total. 
Feldwebel, Pay 20, Quarters > Subsistence cee $22.60 





862-8 Chief of General Staff | Army Corns, Chiefso‘ 3 di- 
visions of Artillery. 





Und Omer “ay ROE IR TB aa.90 
Com. Sold’s. - 8, “ 
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THE NATIONAL GUARD. |Szatiiztitcszeman tes gs, indntng 


JANUARY DRILLS. 


* Nors.—The t list will be corrected from time to time as 
we receive fications, and we request that all regiments which 
do not appear th will send 


us lists of of their regular nights 
as soon as possible that none may be omitted. Our representa- 
tives will be present at all as far as possible. 

Thursday, 7th, Ninety-sixth iment, arm corner 
Elm and ite street ; Separate Troop a "7, Eleventh 
bi , armory, corner Siege street and Bushwick Boule- 
vard, Brooklyn, E. D.; regiment wing armory. 
in Hester street; Fri 

arsenal; Monday, y-ninth regiment, arsenal ; 
t wing drill, armory; Tu 12th, Fifth 


regiment, arsenal; Wednesday, 13th, Eighth regiment, 
arsenal ; Thursday, 14th, Battery K, arsenal ; Ninety-sixth, 
armory ; Forty-seventh armory, Grand street, 
Broo! . ; Separate ‘roo venth brigade, armo- 


n, 
ry ; Friday, 15th, Forty-seventh ving drill, armory ; Seventh 
"t cos. arsenal; Monday, 18th, Seventy -first, arsenal ; 
Tuesday, 19th, Fifth, arsenal; Wednesday, 20th, Seventy- 
ninth, arsenal; Thursday, 2ist, Eighth, arsenal ; Ninety- 
sixth, armory ; Separate Troop, Eleventh brigade, coment: 
Friday, Seventh, arsenal: Monday, 25th, Sixty-ninth, 
; , armory; Tuesday, 26th, Fifty-fifth arsenal ; 
Forty-seventh, armory ; Fifth, armory ; ednesday, 27th 
Twelfth, arsenal; Forty-seventh, armory ; Fifth (instrac- 
tion), armory ; Thursday, 28th, Eighth, arsenal; Ninety- 
sixth, armory ; Fifth, armory ; Seperate Troop, ven 
brigade, armory ; Frida , 29th, Seventh, arsenal (Co. drills). 


Tue New Tarorets at Mount Vernon.—The establish- 
ment of every new rifle range should be welcomed as an in- 
cation of that growing interest in rifle practice among the 

ublic, which it has n the endeavor of the ARMY AND 

Avy JouRMAL for the last four years to foster and develope. 
It is to be regretted, however, that those interested in the 
range recently opened at Mount Vernon have not had a 
better idea of the true objects to be accomplished by such 
an institution, and of the best means by which such objects 
are to be attained: ; 

Their styling themselves the American Rifle Association 
and assuming from the start the idea of taking the le 
of the National Rifle Association, exceptas a matter of taste 
is not worth criticising. But when t ey proceed to carry 
out these ideas by meee ee | a new style of targets 
and method of scoring they forget that the greatest 
trouble that has been experienced in awakening pub- 
lic interest in rifle practice throughout the coun- 
try has been to establish a uniform system of rules, and 
particularly of scoring. The telescope riflemen count their 

. — of inches, the German and Swiss use a circular 
t divided in rings, the United States Army a different 
a, , otc. The targets and scoring adopted by the National 
Association was that which long experience all over 
the world has proved best adapted for the purpose. Through 
their exertions it has been extensively introduced here. 
Everybody understands it, and it forms a ready means of 
comparison between the skill shown in the different matches 
all over the country, and in this way is one of the greatest 
value in stimulating competition. Even jif the innovation 
introduced at Mount Vernon is a good one, which is a mat- 
ter of dispute amung riflemen, its introduction there is ob- 
jectionable, as throwing us all back into the region of un- 
certainty from which we have been 80 long trying to 
— If this ——— is approved every new range will 
seek to advertise itself by other innovation, and —_ the 
confusion of rules as to targets, scoring, rifles, and position, 
the grand object of a uniform system of rifle practice 
throughout the United States for which we have m BO 
long struggling will inevitably be lost sight of. 


Firra Inranrry.—The regiment will assemble for bat- 
talion drill, in fatigue uniform at the regimental armory, as 
follows : Companies A, C, and E, on Tuesday, January 5 
and 26; H, B, and I, on Monday, January 11 and 25; F, D, 
and K, on Thursday, January 7 and 28. Assembly at 8 
o’clock Pp. m. The field officers will command at these drills 
alternately. The eant-major will report to the officer’ 
in command on each occasion. The field and company 

cers and non issioned o of companies are 
directed to assemble at the ental armory, in fatigue 
uniform, at 8 o'clock P. u., on Wednesday, January 27, 1875, 
for drill and instruction. The following promotions are 
announced : Horace R. Williams to be surgeon, with rank 
from October 21, 1874, vice Vandewater, resigned‘ Bern- 
hard Koenig to be first heutenant Company F, with rank 
from October 21, 1874, vice Frame, deceased ; Henry Ruger 





to be second lieutenant Company A, with rank from Sep- pee 


tember 30, 1874, vice Meyer, commission vacated by the 
Commander-in-Chief ; Ernst Meyer to be second lieutenant 
Comacay Hi, with rank from October 1, 1874, vice Peters. 
who failed to > quality ¢ Henry Kraft to be second lieutenan 
Com I, with rank from 7 20, 1874, vice -Gruner, 
resigned. The resignation of First Lieutenant John P. A. 
K burg, Comper Se has been epeagied by the Com- 
mander-in-Chief. The following members, having been 
ex res ve companies, the action of the 
pelled from their ti pa the action of th 
companies is appro viz. : Nome F, Privates Joseph 
» Ber Hardewig, August Hampe, Louis Hilke, 
Adolph H. Sobistron, William Stritter, and Frank Witthoff ; 
Company K, Christian Eichhorn, August Gross, Albert 
Liberty, and Beecher J. Wagner. Commandants of com- 
panies are directed to forward to Reqtqpentene three copies 
of the ‘‘ report of the rifle practice at Creemoor.” 


Suvents Inrantry.—Company B, of this command, closed 
the drill year in fine style at the State Arsenal, by—taken all 
in good a company drill as ever was shown in New 
York, in or out of the Regular Army. Everything was done 
as near to tions as was possible, and even the sentry 
at the door and the little guard detail behaved as if they 
had been on duty in the service. We wish we could say as 
much of all our militia sentries. As a general rule, the 
sentry duty in our National Guard is performed about as 
badly as it is possible to have it performed. Either there 
is no pretence of a and the sentries talk and smoke 
or else they seem to consider it their duty to be rude an 
uncivil in preventing a peamage. Compliments to officers 
they as a rule ignore or slouch over. They have little or 
no of the almost autocratic powers of a sentry, within 
certain limits, and are nerv: afraid of assuming 
sibility, or else assume too much, and interpret orders in 
the old wooden French ‘‘consigne ” style, t*culminated 
in Sedan by sheer stupidity. @ say this about militia 
sentries in qonecel, boutane during our late visits to the 
—_— we = ¥ — ae Bm ye 9 duty pro rly per- 

exce) e sen’ of the com of w we 

are 8) 4 The next bost after the Soveath that we have 
seen winter have been the guard details of the Seventy- 
first, and these latter, on one occasion, exhibited a lack of 
of the customs of the service that was not 


very credi to their instruction. The sentries of Com- 
B, of the polite like —— ae like 

sen’ were sentries, attended to e 
_ little duty, like sentzies. med 


company drill commenced with a force of twenty-six 


4 


8th, Seventy-first regiment wing 
iith, Sixty-nint - E | drills 


size. The movements were all good, s ep correct, align- 
ments, as always in the Seventh, rigid and exact. is and 
the mauual were nearly perfect, as far as looks went. The 
time ‘of the tactics was not exactly followed, however, a 
matter of great difficulty without the use of the metronome 
to mark the cadence. We are somewhat surprised that in 
the Seventh this simple and useful instrument has not been 
introduced long ago. Placing, as that regiment does, its 
pride in exactitude of manual, on faultless alignments, and 
a certain step which is in excess of that required by the new 
tactics, it seems that the little matter of conformity to tac- 
tical time might be introduced with advantage into their 
i At present, the Seventh stands almost at the head 
of American militia. We should like to see it ‘facile 
princeps,” with a title a. not on the past, but on the 
present absolute perfection. At present it has at least two 
rivals who sur it in exactitude, and neither hails from 
New York. is winter’s drills willdo much to determine 
the question of preeminence in 1875. 

Company G, of this command, Captain Geo. W. Ely, had 
its drill at the arsenal on Monday evening, 4th inst., and 
the promptness of its formation at the exact time would be 
a pattern for some of our other corps to copy. The com- 
pany had a front of sixteen full files, with a surplus private 
or two in the rank of file-closers. The captain ed the 
company a number of times around the room in column of 
fours, giving instructions constantly in the step, distance, 
slope of arms, etc.; and _— ew moments changing 
arms. This was all done beauti ully. ‘Fours wheeling to 
the left into line and advancing,” was then executed fault- 
lessly, followed by “right forward, fours right.” These 
early movements went like clockwork, without falter or 
crowding, showing the effects of the care previously exer- 
cised in drilling the step. Forming platoons and wheeling 
into line was not so geet. It is in the rapid, hurrying 
movements which involved different lengths of step, and in 
the wheelings, that this company shows room for improve- 
mént. The following wheel by company was decidedly 

r, a8 with nearly all the wheels in the evening. The men 
ook to the marching flank, but they do not feel to the pivot, 
which is equally necessary for a perfect wheel. Instead of 
this they push towards it. Asa consequence, bending out 
and bending in characterize all their wheels. They need to 
remember to resist pressure from the marching flank, and 
yield to that from the pivot. Wheeling by platoons and 
marching in column of platoons followed. The same defects 
were noticeable here. The trouble lies primarily in the 
guides, secondarily in the lack of iteration of the ground- 
work of dressing, feeling, and guiding. Elbows and eyes 
are all wrong, though legs and bodies are all right. The 
marching in company front was fair, but the execution of 
fours right about and then left about was all that could be 
desired, showing that the fault was not in time orstep. We 
have seldom seen a company go fours about as well—never 
better. In the second “about,” however, the second lieu- 
tenant spoiled the wheel of the second four by not darting 
through the interval quick enough. The direct and oblique 
march in column of fours followed, the latter movement not 
by nf means perfect, the principles of guiding being in- 
volv Platoon column marching, and right front into 
line, by platoons, followed, the latter movement being in- 
jured by the first platoon halting too soon, not giving room 
enough to the second. Column of fours was next broken, 
right by twos and by file, and fours reformed by double 
time in the very best style. These movements depend on 
time, and Company G excels in time movements. ‘The lat- 
ter part of the drill repeated the above movements in a 
much better manner. Altogether the drill was an immense 
improvement on the preceding week’s performance. Cap- 
tain — a rigid Ganeieanian, inclining to severity, and 
his work shows well on hismen. The only short comings of 
the company at present are in the use of eyes and elbows, 
which will come next time. There was no sentry at the 
door, that our representative could discover. 

Company E, of this regiment, drilled in the arsenal on 
Tuesday evening, 5th inst., with a front of twenty files. To 
enumerate their movements in full would be to repeat 
those of Companies Band G. A few remarks on the differ- 
ence between the three may not be out of place. Company 
E is deficient in time and step, while elbows and eyes are 
generally all right. They have not yet got out of that 
slashing stride on which the Seventh once prided itself, 
which is contrary to present tactics, and useless except to 
make an imposing appearance on Broadway. The strong 
—_ of the company are in platoon movements, not in 
ours. The long stride renders precision of movement, in 
column of fours and in the rapid changes of formation 
uliar to the new tactics of war, almost impossible. It is 
a thing of the past, possible only in the slow changes by 
company, platoon, and section wheels, with the so-called 
‘ natural order” carefully preserved. The new tactics have 
abolished all this, and demand two things only—rapidity 
and precision in changing. To aid this purpose, the short 
step was ag after due deliberation, and should be 
adhered to. The platoon movements were excellently ren- 
dered, the same peculiarities which injure other movements 
rather lending beauty to the platoon march and wheelings. 
The latter point, however (the wheelings), was only fair. 
The wheels all commenced well, but ended by shaking and 
bending, — to the men crowding the pivot, instead of 
the marching flank. The Seventh used to pride itself on 
its wheels, and it would seem Ww no means disadvantageous 
to any company to devote a half hour every drill to wheel’ 
ing in circle. At present it is a weak point in both E and 
G. The single rank movements were very good. They in- 
volve a larger front and an a to the old style, 
and therefore suit the long step. The commanding officer, 
who is @ very careful instructor, took particular pains with 
the left platoon, which seemed inferior to the right platoon 
in the execution of all the movements. The reason was 
found again in the long step, the left of the company being 
of course composed of the shorter men, who cannot take the 
long step without undue fatigue, and of course break the 
alignment. The manual was very good indeed. There 
was no sentry at the door. Altogether Company E, while 
above the standard of most National Guard regiments, was 


| below what the Seventh ought to be now. From what we 


have seen of the Seventh lately, however, we have an idea 
that the spring will show a great change for the better in 
the regiment. One year has raised them from the bottom 
to the top of the ladder in shooting, and we do not see why 
they should not change from about the third rung to the 
very top of the drill ladder before the ides of March are 
come, at their present rate of progress. 


THIRTEENTH InFANTRY.—The field, line officers, adjutant 
and sergeant-major will ble in the Board of Officers’ 
room, in citizen’s dress, on Friday, the 8th inst., at8 o’clock 
P. M., for theoretical instruction. The non-commissioned 
officers of tlie several companies, and the sergeant-major 
of the regiment, will assemble in fa‘ uniform, at the 
armory, on Thursday, the 7th, and Wednesday, 20th inst., 
at 8 o'clock P. a., for-theoretical and practical instruction. 
Each of the non-com ioned officers’ drill will be under 





the command of Philip H. Briggs. 
Lieutenants Tomes, of B, and Coffin, of Company 


C, are detailed to be in attendance, in fatigue uniform, at 
the drill on the 7th, and Lieutenants Goater, of Company E, 
and Stevenson, of Company I, at the drill on the 20th inst. 
Four corporals from each of the companies whose regular 
drills fall on the dates upon which these drills are ordered 
will be excused from attendance. The field officers, adju- 
tant, non-commissioned staff officers, and the several com- 

anies of the regiment, will assemble, in fatigue uniform, 
bor drill and instruction, at the State Arsenal, Portland 
avenue, on Tuesday, the 12th, and Monday, the 18th inst., 
at 7:30 r.m. The Lnepenaber will detail one drummer to 
report to the adjutant for duty upon each non-commis- 
sioned officers’ dri 

Edward A. Coffin, of Company C, promoted to be first 
lieutenant, vice Pedroncelli, promoted to be captain ; First 
Sergeant Norwood, of Company D, to be second lieutenant, 
vice ee promoted to be first lieutenant. 

Warrants have been granted to the following named non- 
commissioned officers, they having passed the board of ex- 
amination: First Sergeants—Robert Rae, Company A, 
William L. Franz, Company C, and James Ryan, Company 
E ; Sergeant James Nevin, Company E ; Corporals—Michael 
Geraghty, William Friday, Charles F. Maxfield, Thos. Swee- 
ney, ae George Colgan, Company C ; Eugene Kerr, Chas. 
Codet and Chas. F. Stepenson, Company I. 


E1cutTy-Frourta Inranrry.—Our representative found 
this regiment at the arsenal on Wednesday evening, 7th 
inst., in full uniform, looking splendidly, the seats filled 
with spectators of their second battalion drill. The 
battalion was in six companies of about twelve files front, 
the equalization not being correct. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Beattie was in command, and was preparing for review, 
the reviewing officer being Colonel F. A. Conkling, who 
was in citizens dress. The troops, as far as uniform, 
gloves, etc., etc., was concerned, made a very showy appear- 
ance, When the regiment was presented to Colonel Conk- 
ling, the colors saluted, which was wrong, the drum corps, 
however, did not beat until the reviewing officer was going 
around the battalion, which was right. (See page 343 
Tactics, also 354.) At the command “close order,” some 
line officers faced to the rear, some not. 

The first time the battalion passed the reviewing person- 
age, it was too close to him entirely ; the second time each 
company obliqued to the left, to give moreroom. The drum 
corps passed each time, and did not wheel out in front of 
the reviewing officer. The officers saluted Loth times, but 
some of the line officers came to the carry too soon, and 
one of them did not cast his eyes to the reviewing ollicer. 
Colonel Conkling, after line was reformed, made a short 
speech about the salute by officers, giving instructions as 
to its proper execution. The rest of the time was devoted 
to the execution of a few movements which were conducted 
by the major of the regiment. Companies break from 
right to march to left; left into line wheel. (The line 
was very crooked, and was too near the upper end of 
room). Column of companies marched past several times. 
Close column by division on first division. The first time 
some of the companies acted on their own hook, the second 
time the divisions each had a commander. On first division 
deploy column, executed fairly. By company right wheel, 
wheeling very: poor. Form division; right companies 
oblique, fairly done. The battalion being in line, the 
whole concluded with dress parade, the adjutant giving 
‘first sergeants, outward face,” as in old tactics, and the 
major putting the battalion through the manual without 
the sword drawn until the very last. The manual all the 
way through was slovenly. together, in the ceremonies 
the Eighty-fourth shows decided improvement, the color 
bearer being the careless one left. Battalion drills need to 
be more frequent in the regiment to rub off the rust in 
their drill. The arsenal is pretty full for January, but there 
are yet plenty of unengaged nights for February, and we 
should like to see at least four more battalion drills in the 
Eighty-fourth before March. The regiment only needs a 
little work, and one drill a month will not save it. 


Forty-SEVENTH INFANTRY.—This regiment held its first 
battalion drill of the season at the armory in Grand street, 
Brooklyn, E. D,, on Wednesday evening, 6th inst. Colonel 
Austen kept the command and drilled the regiment for an 
hour and a half. Most colonels in command of a brigade 
would leave their regiments to take care of themselves 
while enjoying the otium cum dignitate, but Colonel Austen 
seems to be made of sterner stuff, and loves his regiment 
too well to part with it till he is forced. The order of move- 
ments included the first part of the school of the battalion, 
with the loadings and firings all well executed. The 
colonel cautioned the men in the manual against ordering 
arms with a thump, for fear of injuring the breech mechan- 
ism of their rifles, a caution much needed in the National 
Guard. The drill was quite good for the first one of the 
season, and we anticipate much improvement as the weeks 
pass by. 


TwELFTH INFANTRY.—The commissioned officers of this 
command will assemble in fatigue uniform at the armory, 
on Thursday, 7th inst. at § Pp. m., for theoretical instruction. 
Major R. Lenox Belknap, brigade inspector, will inspect 
the records of the several companies on the same evening. 
Commandants of companies have been directed to produce 
their books and papers on that occasion. Non-commis- 
sioned officers and sergeants of the several companies have 
been directed to report in chasseur uniform, with side-arms, 
to the adjutant at the armory for theoretical instruction on 
Tuesday, the 12th inst., at 8o’clock. The several companies 
in this command will parade in chasseur uniform, with side- 
arms, at the regimental armory for drill as follows : Compa- 
nies R, G, and K on Thursday, the 14th inst. i Companies 
B, C, and D, Monday, January 18; Companies A, E, H, and 
I Friday, January 22. Assembly at 8 p.m. Non-commis- 
sioned officers are directed to report to the adjutant. Com- 
pany K, Captain Edward Fackner commanding, will parade 
in Fatigue uniform for drill at the State Arsenal on Wedunes- 
day, January 13. Assembly at 8 P. M. 


Tue Governor’s StarF.—The following is the official 

nouncement of the new staff. . 
General Headquarters, State of New York, Adjutant-Gen- 
eral’s Office. General Orders No. 1: ; 

The following-named officers have been appointed on the 
staff of His Excellency, Samuel J. Tilden, Governor and 
Commander-in-chief : Major-General Franklin Townsend, 
adjutant-general ; meaeee 5 = amy oe a hee 3 

i - ;  Brigadier-Gener g M. 
aaa inahnete tn-ehie rigadier-General Charles 


Cull ineer-in-chief ; € 
Hughes judge advocate-general ; Brigadier-General Austin 
Flint, Jr., surgeon-general ; Bri adier-General 8. Stewart 


termaster-general; Brigadier-General Her- 
elle rh qeymaster-general ; Brigadier-General Charles 
H. Smyth, commissary-general of subsistence ; Colonel 
James B. Pearsall, aide-de-camp ; Colonel Charles Tracey, 
aide-de-camp; Colonel Thomas Stokes, aide-de-camp ; 
Colonel a ae C. Strong, aide-de-camp ; Colonel Clifford 
A. H. Bartlett, aide-de-camp. _ : 

By order of the Commander-in-Chief. 
FRaNKLIN TowNsEND, Adjutant-General. 

Official: J. R. STorznovse, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
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Discretine.- -In commenting on the case of Major John 
Peattie, Twenty-sixth battalion, on appeal from sentence 
of a court-martial in the Sixth division, and while disap- 

roving the proceedings and sustaining the appeal the 

mmander-in-Chief remarks that he cannot “ allow this 
opportunity to pass without impressing upon the officers 
of the National Guard the necessity of implicit obedience 
to the orders of their superiors. If insubordination is tole- 
rated among the commissioned officers, it will be less to 


— Tae monthly mectiog of the National Rifle Associa- 
tion was held on Tuesday, 5th inst., Colonel Church in chair. 
Colonel Gildersleeve announced that the prizes presented by Mr. 
. H. Steward, optician, of London, had arrived. The treasurer's 
repent shows receipts $3,367.97, expenditures $2,231.72, leaving 
balance $1,186.25. Colonel Wingate recommended that a barn 
be erected on the range. An application was received from 
the Seventh regiment Rifle Club for affiliation at half rates. It 
was decided not to grant the request. General McMahon an- 
d that he should present a resolution providing that only 





attempt the enforcement of discipline in the rank and file. 
Major Peattie denied that there was any intentional disre- 
gard on his part of the directions of his superior officer, but 
attributed his failure to execute them to carelessness. 
Neither carelessness nor inattention, even when free from 
all wrong intent, constitutes a valid excuse for violating one 
of the fundamental rules of military service, and his conduct 
was justly amenable to censure.” 





VARIOUS ITEMS. 


— Tue Seventy-first resumes arms in its company drills 

— On the 12th inst. the Thirty-second regiment drum corps 
will enjoy their annual ball. 

— Co.tonet Sterry has taken three months’ leave from the 
Sixth. 

— Tue Seventy-first are buckling to work this week. We ex- 
pect to see a large attendance at the Friday evening drill. 

— Monpay evening, 4th inst., General Woodward took formal 
leave of his division and staff, at Second division headquarters. 


— Tue Twenty-second hold their annual reception on Monday 
evening, 11th inst. It promises to be a brilliant affair. 


— Tue Second New Jersey has commenced battalion drills, 
bat we receive no orders except from the Third. Why not ? 

--Company A, Twenty-third, had a pleasant party on New 
Year’s evening. They kept it np till 1875. 

— GENERAL Dakin held a reception on New Year's day, and 
the Second division was all there. 

— Company D, Forty-seventh, holds its anniversary ball on 
Thursday, 14th inst. 

— Tue First battalion is getting ready for its annual recep- 
tion. 

— Company I, Thirteenth, has elected first lieutenant George 
E, Stevenson, and second lieutenant Richard F. Dinsmore. 
— Kiz1n’s Troop, First division, has resumed drills. 

Wednesday till the end of March. > 

— Tue Ninth elects a new colonel and major,on Monday next, 
lith inst. May the regiment get a good one. 

— On the 14th inst. Company D, Forty-seventh regiment, Cap- 
tain Conover, will enjoy their annual dinner. 

— THE promenade concert of the Twelfth, on Wednesday, the 
20th ins., promises to be one of most fashionable of the season. 

— LIEUTENANT JouN P. Hay has been elected in Company F, 
of the Fifty-tifth Infantry. 

— Tue Klein Troop drilled on Wednesday, 6th inst., at the ar- 
mory, for the first time this season. 

— Tue third band concert of the Twenty-third takes place at 
the armory, Claremont avenue, near Myrtle, Brooklyn, Satur- 
day, 9th inst. 

— Company B, Seventh regiment, drilled in full fatigue uni- 
fo.m, with black belts, at the arsenal, on Thursday, 7th inst. 
Notice deferred till next week. 

— Tue Seventh brigade has two candidates for brigadier, of 
—— it may be said that either would be an honor to any bri- 
gade. 

— Company C, Seventy-first, has presented a gold medal to 
Sergeant Boyart for twenty-four years active service in one com- 
pany. 

— Captain Wm. H. Browne .t, of the Forty-seventh, closed 
the year by becoming Major Brownell. The regimeut has mace 
him a handsome New Year's present in this, 

— Tue First Battalion is hard at work. Adjutant Seymour 
drills his non-commissioned officers in good style. His only 
fault is that he forgets to send us his orders in time. 

— GENERAL MESEROLE now commands the Second division. 
Colonei Austen commands the Eleventh brigade. We hope they 
muy stay there, fur they both deserve it. 

— Captain SwEITzER, Company G, Twenty-cighth battalion, 
and Lieutenant Gunther, Company B, Fifteenth battaion, have 
resigned. 

-— Tue Fifth division has no brigadie:s. General ;Husted has 
swept them all clean, Five are gone, two are wanted. It is 
expected that the next pair will be real live men, such as they 
have in the First and Second divisions. 

— THE officers of the Fifth regiment were assembled on Tues- 
day, Sth inst., at the armory in Hester street, fur toeoretical 
blackboard instruction. Lieutenant-Colonel Kraeger conducted 
the exercises. 


Every 


— Tue Governor is chary of speaking about the National 
Guard in his messuge till he knows more. about it. Mayor Wick- 
om praises it very highly, and advocates the improvement of 

rmories, 


— Tue commission of Second Lieutenant William Henry, 
Twenty-cighth battalion Infantry, has been vacated for disobe- 
dience of the order of the Commander-in-Chief in not appearing 
for examination before the board. 


— TuE resignations of Captain George Rogers, Seventy-ninth 
Tegiment, and of First Lieut. and Adj. Michyel Keegan, Sixty- 
niuth regiment, have been accepted by the Military Examining 

rd, as of December 31. 


-- THE appointment of ex-Congressman Henry W. Slocum as 
major-general of the Second division is proposed. He was a 
Corps and division commander during the war, and has a record 
& 4 soldier which any division might well be proud of. 


— CotoneL UNDERHILL, of the Twenty-seventh, might be a 
brigadier if he wanted to, but having made the Twenty-seventh 
What it is, he will not leave it till he can find a fit successor. 
There are not many such colonels. 


— GENERAL Woopwakp’s staff have resolved themselves into 
& society to hold an annual dinner on the 25th of March, the an- 
niversary of their staff organization. Colonels Fay, Chapman, 
aud Cullen are appointed the committee of arrangements for the 
present year. 


— Barrery B, Second division, Major John Timmes command- 
hg, will assemble at the Military Hail on the 11th inst. for parade 
(dance and Rhein wine) ; also for drill, at the armory, on the 

hand 27th inst. ; February 10, 17, and 24 ; March 10 and 17, 
and April 14 and 21. 


— Tue Eighth brigade, Poughkeepsie, cannot settle on a bri- 
gadier, to replace Beach, superseded. ‘There are five votes and 
three candidates. If they are sensible, they will look into the 
division staff for a safe candidate to unite on. Whoever takes 
Se Eighth brigade must have time, money, and considerable 
ought to pneeent, for it needs hard work to bring it where it 

ie, 


heal Ox New Year’s oe the staff officers of the Twenty-eighth 
ttalion presented Colonel Joseph Burger with an elegant gold 
medal as a token of their appreciation, with the inscription : 
3 Colonel Joseph Burger, Twenty-eighth regiment, from his 
taff, January 1, 1875. A. G. Pape, adjutant; E. A. Gronx, sur- 
ae Geo. Koch, commissary, Adolph Schmidt, quartermas- 


— Ir has been recently stated in the papers that Captain Valen- 
bro rifle practice inspector of the Fifth brigade, has introduced 
“od invention to improve armory rifle practice with the regu- 
tion musket, by inserting a tube of 22 Bore into the barrel so 
ie to use ordinary small pistol cartridges at a real target. This 
really a very old invention. It was introduced many years 
go by Otto Schneelock, now armorer of the Thirty-second, is in 
— on use in Conlin’s cen | Gallery, heretofore noticed in 
on columns, and no one can claim any absolute priority in the 
; of ok 1 — and obvious invegtion es y adapted to 


military organizations might be admitted at half rates, and clubs 
at $3 per member, fixing the dues of members not connected 
with club or military at $5. The president appointed a commit- 
tee to prepare resolutions upon the subject for the annual meet- 
ing. Among the members present was Adjutant-General Frank- 
lin J. Townsend. The annual meeting for the election of a 
oy of Directors will be held at the Astor House on Tuesday, 
th inst. 





NEW JERSEY. 


Rur.z Nores.--Pursuant to call, a number of military men and 
others met at the parlors of Company C, Third New Jersey, at 
Elizabeth, N. J., on Tuesday evening, to take preliminary action 
concerning the organization of the New Jersey Rifle Association. 
Captam W. H. De Hart, of the Third regiment, was called to the 
chair, and Brevet Brigadier-General J. ison Drake appointed 
secretary. The object was stated by the chairman ; whereupon 
a committee of five were appointed to report permanent officers, 
also by-laws for the governance of the association. Another 
meeting was held at the same place on Tuesday evening, Januar 
5, at which time the organization was permanent effected. 
large number of gentlemen have already signified their intention 
of Cecoming members. Application will be made to the Legisla- 
ture for act of incorporation, and perhaps for an appropriation of 
money. 


CONNECTICUT. 


First InraNtRY.—Company C, Capt Colby, held their annual 
ball on Wednesday, 7th inst., at Rockville. The armory of Com- 
pany E, New Britain, was burned on the last day of 1874. The 
commission of Captain H. 8S. Andrews. ere gag D, has been 
revoked for continued absence from the State. Lieutenant Al- 
bert D. Lathrop, same company, lias resigned, and the company 
will soon elect new officers. : 

Szconp InFANTRY.—The New Haven companies (B, C, D, E, F) 
hold six battalion drills at the Union armory between now and 
March, We hope to see one or twoofthem. The officers of the 
regiment are getting up a handsome testimonial for ex-Colonel 
SR. Smith. Company D has elected Captain H. D. Philips, 
First Lieutenant Buell, and Second Lieutenant Shuster, by reg- 
ular promotion, to replace Major Shaw's and the consequent 
other vacancies in the company. Company G, Captain Bannon, 
of Waterbury, gave an exhibition drill and ball on New Year's 
evening. Company H, of Middletown, elect a first lieutenant on 
Friday, 9th inst. Company I, of Meriden, is spending $2,000 to 
refit its armory. > 

Tuirp InrantTRY.—This regiment keeps very quiet. We await 
news of battalion or wing drills, or the formation of a rifle club, 
but as yet have heard nothing. We hope Colonel Ames is work- 
ing under the rose and means to astonish us soon. 


Fourtu INFANTRY.- poy ong be Captain North, held its an- 
nual ball at Bridgeport on New Year's evening. We hope to be 
able to visit some of the battalion drils of the Fourth during the 
months of January or February. 

Orpers.—Special Orders 81, A. G. O., of December 24, an- 
nounces the following promotions and appointments in the Con- 
necticut National Guard : Company C, Second regiment, Second 
Lieutenant Maurice F. Brennan, of New Haven, to be captain, 
vice Cunningham, resigned ; John Casmerty, of New Haven, to 
be first lieutenant—both with rank from December 4, 
1874; Private Thomas P, Newman, of New Haven, to 
be second lieutenant, vice Brennan, promoted—with rank 
from December 15, 1874. Company C, Third regiment, First Lieu- 
tenant Frank E. Henderson, of Norwich, to be captain, vice 
Lathrop, resigned ; Sergeant John Caryl, of Norwich, to be first 
lientenant, vice Henderson, promoted—both with rank from De- 
cember 15, 1874. 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


CorporEAL.—In an unwary moment, with dozens of letters on 
our table waiting to be answered, we were rash enough a few 
weeks ago, to admit to this column the statement of a corres- 
pondent, an officer in the Regular Army, who told us that the 
ARMY AND Navy JOURNAL was wrong in an answer to OLD 
So.prer, and undertook to correct us. Our folly in this has been 
pointed out to us by many Army correspondents, who have 
rallied to the defence of the JouRNAL, and completely over- 
whelmed the correspondent who questioned the correctness of 
our original statement. The question of the OLD SoLDIER was 
as to the legality of the punishment of drunkenness by a 
garrison court-martial, by means of a fine. We decided that it 
was legal, by a reference to the 66th Art. of War. Our correspon- 
dent quoted the 45th aiticle about corporeal punishment for 
drunkenness, and a decision in Holt’s Digest 1863, contradicting 
our decision. But as the correspondents to whom we have re- 
ferred conclusively show, section 2 of the act of June 6, 1872, 
published in G. O., A. G. O. No. 46, June 15, 1872, abolishes the 
word “‘corporeal,’’ wherever it occurs in articles or regulations. 
We are glad to see that these Answers to Correspondents, which 
we ourselves regard as valuable, and to which we give much care 
and time, are attentively watched by our readers for whose aid 
towards securing their correctness we are much indebted. 








Tue following on dits are circulating among Naval 
officers: The grade of Commodores to be abolished. 
—Promotions to be made from Captain to Rear-Ad- 
miral by selection.—Officers to be retired with the 
rank of the grade next above that they held at the 
period of retirement, provided their record entitles 
them to it.—Captain W. N. Jerrers, chief of the 
Bureau of Ordnance, will probably be promoted to 
Rear-Admiral in the event of the grade of Commo- 
dores being abolished.—Captain W. G. TEMPLE to 
relieve Captain R. W. SHUFELDT, who will take charge 
of the Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting, vice 
Rear Admiral ReyNoLpDs,who takes the Asiatic Squad- 
ron.—Commander A. P. CooxE will probably com- 
mand the Swatara when she returns to San Francisco 
with the Transit of Venus party.—Vice-Admiral 8. 
C. Rowan will probably be relieved in May next as 
Commandant of the New York Navy-Yard, retain- 
ing the duties of Port-Admiral of the New York 


Station. 








CoMMANDER GiimorE, R. N., has invented an 
ingenious and simple method of preventing similar 
catastrophes to that which recently occurred on the 
Regent’s Canal, in England. By means of a galva- 
nised iron magazine, fitted into canal boats or 
wagons, he provides against any chance of explosions 
in transitu, the explosives being so entirely separated 
from the remainder of the cargo that no inflammable 
gases or sparks can possibly find admission to them. 
In addition, the bottom of the magazine is so con- 
structed that leakage from casks of dynamite, and 
similar compounds which precipitate dangerous 





acids, falls into‘a water tank and becomes harmless, 


FOREIGN ITEMS. 


Tue survey of the route for the extension of the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal to the Ohio river, which 
has been in progress under the supervision of the 
War Department since August last, has just been 
completed. 

Tue German army at present numbers among its 
officers 282 of the rank of general. There are 12 
field-marshal-generals (nine of the nighest grade), 45 
generals of infantry and cavalry, 72 lieutenant- 
generals, and 153 major-generals, : 

CapTAIN WERNER, of the German navy, who 
played a prominent part at Carthagena and has now 
been promoted to the rank of Commander of the 
Naval Station in the Baltic, is shortly to be raised to 
the rank of rear-admiral. 

Tux account of trials of a newly discovered explo- 
sive, at Stockholm, states that a charge of about 
eight ounces, made up in five cartridges and de- 
posited in an excavation, raised a block of stone of 
168 cubic feet. It would have taken over fourteen 
ounces of dynamite to have produced the same effect. 


THE command of H. B. M. 8. Challenger, 4, sur- 
veying and discovery ship, which had become vacant 
by the appointment of Captain George 8S. Nares to 
the command of the forthcoming Arctic expedition, 
has been given to Captain Frank T. Thomson, now 
in command of the Modeste, 14, screw-corvette, on 
the Canina station. 

Ar the November muster of the Russian conscripts, 
708,000 men were obliged to appear before the mili- 
tary surgeons. Of these, 347,000 were exempted 
from immediate service on account of the needy con- 
dition of their families or other personal circum- 
stances. 150,000 were enlisted, and the remaining 
. — consigned to the Reserve and a short course 
of drill. 


A GOVERNMENT bill lately submitted to the Italian 
Chamber in reference to tue territorial militia, pro- 
vides that the militia shall be regarded as forming 
an integral part of the army, and shall co-operate 
with it in the defence of the country, but can only 
be called under arms in case of war. It will not 
wear any uniform, but merely a military cap and 
brassarts. 

Tue London Globe says: The Foreign Office is 
about to inquire of the United States Government 
whether the stores sent to a depot on the west coast 
of Greenland for the use of the Polaris are desired to 
remain there, or whether they may be made avyail- 
able for our expedition. If the United States con- 
sent to transfer these stores, it will be of considerable 
advantage to our ships. 


Tue following is the new method adopted for ren- 
dering ships insubmersible: At the water-line the 
hull is to be divided by a bridge, preventing pene 
tration of the air from the lower to the upper divi- 
sion. If a hole be madein the bottom the water 
will rush in, but will not entirely fill the compart- 
ment, for the air, finding no outlet, will be com- 
pressed, and will equilibrate the exterior force. 
From this point the ship will cease to sink, as it will 
be in the position of a diving-bell. 


Tue number of deserters in the English army 
officially advertised during the twelve months past 
is 7,890, the registered number of the first name on 
the list issued on Dec. 1, 1873, being 232,170, and 
the registered number of the first name on the list 
published on the ist ult. being 240,060. A large 
number of these returned or were brought back to 
their regiments, and it is pretty certain that many of 
them desert two or three times, and so swell ‘the 
numbers. 


Tue Magdeburg Gazette publishes statistics show- 
ing that, although the German navy consists at pre- 
sent of only twenty-three vessels, with sixteen gun- 
boats and six torpedo boats, the mercantile marine 
ranks next to those of England, America, and France, 
It consists of 219 steamers of 165,178 tons, and 263 
sailing ships of 1,143,810 tons. The former have 
increased since 1867 by nearly 50 and the latter by 
more than 20 per cent. It has nearly reached the 
strength of France, which has 316 steamers of 240,275 
tons and 4,951 sailing vessels of 906,705 tons, its ~ 
tonnage having thus already exceeded that of the 
French marine. England and its colenies have 4,348 
steamers of 1,641,000 tons and 32,461 sailing ships of 
5,573,000 tons, while America has 3,625 steamers of 
1,048,205 tons and 17,049 sailing ships of 2,146,585 
tons. Next to Germany comes Russia with 185 
steamers of 36,000 tons and 3,089 sailing vessels of 
771,292 tons. Austria has ninety-seven steamers of 
52,005 tons and 2,692 sailing vessels of 288,176 tons, 
Sweden has 406 steamers of 22,000 tons; Italy, 118 
steamers of 37,810 tons, and as many as 19,488 sail- 
ing vessels of 1,031,907 tons; and Spain, 151 
steamers, mostly colonial, of 45,514 tons and 4,368 
sailing ships of 345,186 tons. The merchant navy of 
Germany is manned by 90,000 sailors, while that of 
France has 96,000. 

Wure the German army is being rapidly equi 
with the Mauser rifle, a Sost trench teehing eee 
devised by a son of Herr von Dreyse, the inventor of 
the needle- is being tried in the government 
grounds at Spandau. e new Dreyse is stated 
to be superior in some respects even to the much 

Mauser, Another and 


vaunted ooreaaltic howder 


invention is that of a new kind of powder 
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adapted to the German heavy artillery. Its ific 
weight is somewhat than that of the ordinary 
prismatic povdss (1, 69 1, 65) and its. effect 
so tremendous that it es the Prussian 28-centi- 


metre gun a match for the English 11-inch cannon. 
The powder mills at Hamm and Hanau have been 
ordered to manutacture large quantities of the new 
article. 

Paris journals state that the information collected 
by the War ent and the Administration des 
Postes, has decided the French authorities to “ae 
a military pigeon post, on the plan already adopted 
in Russia, Italy, Austria, and Germany. A great 
central military Peristeronic Establishment will 
shortly be o ised in the Jardin d’Acclimation. 
It will be on the Berlin model, and will, it is said, 
contain two thousand pairs of boming-pigeons for 
breeding. The — will be distributed amongst 
the different military stations, which will thus, it is 
hoped, at no very remote date, be connected by a 
permanent staff of winged messengers. With a 
view to the furtherance of the same object, by the 
encouragement of aap | a show of hom- 
i) ape oe been held in the Jardin d’Accli- 

where winners in all the most important 
recent contests were exhibited. 

THE Société centrale de Sauvatage have just pub- 
lished the statistics concerning the number of ship- 
wrecks that occurred on the coast of France during 
last year, which amounted in number to 254, or 6 
more than during 1872, although the tonnage and 
number of crews was less, which shows that the 

wrecked in 1873 were of inferior to to 
those lost during the previous year. The total ton- 
nage of the ships wrecked in 1873 was 24,758, and 
the number of the crews 1,474, whilst the tonnage 
lost during the two previous years was 24,916 and 
48,517 respectively. Of the 492 ships lost in the two 
years 1872-73, 32 were steam-vessels, 460 sailin 
vessels, amongst which are included 27 deep anaaial 
ships, 225 sailing boats, and 104 fishing boats; 13 
ships were above 600 tons, 23 between 300 and 600, 
and 88 from 100 to 800 tons. During the last two 
years 3,259 persons were saved, whilst 454 perished. 

Tue Avstrian sailing sloop Saida was lost in a 
violent storm off Messina on the night of the 30th 
Nov. A private letter describing the catastrophe 
8 in the highest terms of the commander and 

crew ou the occasion. After the ship had strug- 
led in vain against the storm for several hours, it 
e evident that she could not hold out much 
longer, and the commander, Lieut. Trapp, ordered 
her about 5 p. m. to be turned towards the shore, in 
the hope of finding a suitable place for a landing. 
At half-past nine the ship struck, and the crew, who 


were as calm throughout as if they were en din 
a “naval mancuvre,” went up into the rigging to} 
await further orders. The commander then directed 


them to take off all their clothing, and at a given 
- to ae Se the sea. He was the last man 
who left the ship, and shortly afterwards she heeled 
over and sank. Wher all hope of saving the ship 
was lost, all her officers went to the commander to 
thank him in the name of the crew for the masterly 
way in which he had peerenes his duty, and to 
assure him of their implicit obedience. There is no 
doubt that it was chiefly owing to the exemplary dis- 
cipline maintained on board the ship that the crew 
were sayed; one man only was drowned, and he 
jumped into the sea with his clothes on, contrary to 
the captain’s instructions. 

Tue German navy is steadily progressing on its 
way to gradual completion as a force corresponding 
to the marine interests of the developed empire, 
The iron-clad corvette Hansa is about to be trans- 
ferred from Stettin to Kiel, where she is to be full 

uip’ The corvette was launched in September, 

at Dani where the wooden hull was put 
a since 1868. The machinery has since been 
ed at Stettin. On her way to the imperial doeks 
at Kiel the Hansa will be accompani by a new 
o vessel of larger than usual size, the Rival, 
likewise received its machinery at Stettin. 
has, instead of the ordinary steam-engi 
a turbine engine, which is considered better adap 
the requirements of a torpedo boat. Two more 
lo boats of the same type, christened by the 
chief of the Admiralty the yr and the Notua, 
at Stettin. The iron-clad frigate Preussen is 
likewise still in the Stettin docks, but her comple- 
tion is expected in the course of next year. At Kiel 
the smooth-deck corvette Victoria has undergone a 
h repair, after which she is about to proceed 
ven. The iron-clad frigate i 
the Great will shortly receive her armor, the internal 
equipment being all but complete. 

WE can quite understand, says the London A 
ana Navy Gaastte, how many Frenchmen fddiemael 
lest the new military on should prove the 
aan Sg the salvation < the aguas. The 
experiment is certainly a very large anc a very dan- 
gerous one, consisting, as it does, of changing a gov- 
into a national army. In the words of a 
writer, the new French army will 
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districts France will have all her male population 
serving between the ages of from 20 and 40, and the 
men will no longer be mixed up as they used to be; 
the Bretons will form one army corps, the Picards 
another, the Auvergnats a third, the Normands a 
fourth, and soon. And in the political condition 
of France it is much to be feared that these district 
armies will come into collision with each other, in- 
stead of husbanding up their strength for the war of 
revenge with Germany. It is also urged in France 
that the French character is different from that of 
the German. The German respects God, king, and 
country whilst the French in general have no respect 
for anything; and it is only by taking a man away 
from home and Placing him amongst old soldiers 
that he becomes disciplined, and takes sufficiently to 
his profession to fight not only agaist foreign 
enemies, but against domestic ones also. The old 
system has been byes parry | by degrees, and more 
than one military authority fears that the new one 
will turn to the advantage of the revolutionists. 








(From the London Journals. ) 
. THE DEVASTATION. 


THE Devastation, 4, armor-plated, iron-screw, tur- 
ret-ship, was rolled on a still day last autumn in 
Berehaven harbor to obtain her metacentric period 
and the amount of resistance offered to rolling by 
the water over her bottom, the under part of the 
armored band round her sides projected at right 
angles to the vessel’s hull, and it was considered just 
possible in some quarters that the flat under surface 
of this band must materially assist in checking the 
roll of the vessel; but this opinion was disputed so 
far as “ material assistance” went. Since then this 
under pe of the band has been filled in with teak 
covered with thin iron plating, until now the band 
projects at an angle of about 40 degrees. To ascer- 
tain whether any and what amount of change upon 
the overhanging band in its action upon the rolling 
of the ship had been effected by this filling in of the 
under part of the band, the Admiralty directed that 
she should be rolled at her present moorings in the 
stream of Portsmouth harbor, and this was done on 
Saturday under the superintendence of Mr. Froude, 
whose apparatus had been refitted on board for the 
ship’s voy across the Bay to Vigo. The “still 
water experiment,” as the rolling of a ship in the 
sheltered waters of a harbor or of a basin is called, is 
made by running the crew backwards and forwards 
on the upper deck, the running and change from 
side to side being carefully regulated, so that the 
impulse | ety by the weight of the crew passing 
over the deck assists the vessel in making each suc- 
cessive roll. 

On Saturday 450 men were set at this work on the 
Devastation’s deck. They succeeded in getting thir- 

teen successive rolls out of her, each increasing in its 
swing upon the preceding one: but then she fell off, 

as she did at Berehaven, proving that the curve of 
extinction had been reached. An examination of the 
diagram taken by the automatic apparatus and a 

comparison with the one taken at Berehaven showed 
there was a slight difference, but this difference was 
of so infinitesimal a nature that the ship’s period 
came out within a few decimal points of a second in 
each the period being on Saturday 13°50 
seconds, So far, therefore, and up to the present 
time, the correctness of the calculations made by Mr. 
Froude and the Constructive Department of the 
Admiralty relative to the Devastation has been veri- 
fied by proof that is indisputable; but the Devasta- 
tion is not to make her intended trip across the Bay 
of Biscay during the year 1874, although she will 
most probably do so about the end of the second 


Y | month of the coming year. This is very much to be 


, for the reason py it will give ill-natured 
persons the opportunity for saying that the British 
Admiralty have established a bad precedent in giv- 
ing way to outside clamor. The Admiralty, how-, 
ever, have a strong case in answer to such char, 
but it would have been quite as well if this case had 
been stated and action been taken upon it some two 
months ago. 

The ventilation of the vessel has always been of a 
most defective character, while the experience on 
board with all openings on the forecastle, the super- 
structure, and the after decks closed has hitherto not 
exceeded thirty hours at onetime. When she leaves 
Portsmouth to cross the Bay of Biscay it will neces- 
sarily be with a prospect of all openings to below 
except from the hurricane deck being closed for four 
or five days, and towards the end of that time the 
ew between decks in the ship below will 
have me a poisoned air-bath. The Admiralty 
have, therefore, determined to remove the defects in 
the ventilation before the Devastation again proceeds 


may not suffer when the danger can be so easily 
avoided. The hydraulic gear fitted to the s is 
A gp a 
Master Shipwright an ineers ent have 
already pa a the work in hand, and nearly two 
months will be taken u 


in its completion. The 
most luminous and visi’ 


sign, however, that the 


Devastation is not going to sea this year was the dis- 
mantling and -up for the shore of Mr. 
Froude’s scien’ 


eee ks which was commenced 





[9a Tuceday, Mr, 


has given more than six 


to sea, so that the health of the officers and crew | of 


weeks’ time—of more importance to him than money 
could recompense—and now, as it has turned out, all 
to no purpose. He has had a considerable staft of 
his own engineers and mechanics with him from 
Torquay. In addition, there had been a large num- 
ber of dockyard artisans employed on board. Alto- 
gether the expense of the fittings for the apparatus 

ut on board, with labor, cannot be less than £500. 

he fittings, of course, will all be available in 
Febru ® ry. 

The primary object of the Devastation’s cruise 
across the Bay in rough weather appears to be some- 
what misunderstood by a great number of people. 
The popular idea seems to be that it is intended 
simply to prove the vessel’s seaworthiness, but this 
is not correct. The Devastation certainly will prove 
her seaworthiness in the waves she will have to en- 
counter; but the primary object is to obtain data 
relative to the motions of vessels among heavy 
Atlantic waves that must be of inestimable value in 
laying out designs for war ships of the future. We 
know every thing about the rolling of ships and 
other floating bodies in smooth water, and from the 
results of these experiments we may reasonably 
theorise upon what behavior may be expected from 
a ship at sea. But we really know nothing scientifi- 
cally of the action of ships among large waves, and 
it was to supply this want that the experiments with 
the Devastation were planned. Only two experi- 
ments have been carried out, and these were made 
some forty miles off Bantry—on one occasion with 
the Sultan, and on the other with the Agincourt, 
Rear-Admrial G. P. Hornby, then Commander-in- 
Chief of the Channel Squadron, witnessing each trial 
from the Devastation’s hurricane deck on her first 
trial, which occurred on the 9th of September, in 
company with the Sultan, the latter steaming abreast 
of the monitor as comparative ship. The sea oft the 
land was found lumpy and irregular, the largest 
waves varying between 300 ft. and 400 ft. from crest 
to crest, and with the greatest heights from hollow 
to crest of 16 ft. On the 15th she went out with the 
Agincourt, and found waves. ranging from 400 ft. to 
600 ft. in length, and from 20 ft. to 26 ft. in height. 
A speed of from six to seven knots was kept up on 
both trials, and the ships were tried in every possible 
position relative to the run of the waves, the Devasta- 
tion coming out favorably in comparison with her 
two trial ships. What remains for the Devastation 
is that some day in the Bay of Biscay she may find 
herself in the midst of true Atlantic waves raised by 
a south-westerly gale, and that she will have to do 
this is as certain as that for the present her voyage 
has been deferred by her faulty ventilation, and 
defects in the hydraulic gear fitted to the guns. 








SILVER PRESENTATION GIFTS. 


THE Gorham Company, the well known silver- 
smiths of No. 1 Bond street, New York, offer the 
richest and largest assortment of choice articles in 
silver for wedding and presentation gifts and general 
family use to be found in the country. They were the 
designers and manufacturers of the ARMy AND Navy 
JOURNAL prize cup presented at Creedmoor, and various 
prizes offered by the National Rifle Association, and the 
resources of their large establishment enable them to 
furnish regiments, companies or other organizations, 
at the shortest notice, with presentation pieces of 
silver modeled from special designs appropriate to the 
occasion. 








Army Officers having occasion to visit Chicago will 
find the Sherman House the most convenient hotel to 
Sheridan’s headquarters, as well as the very best in the 
city. 








WE are authorized to say for Messrs. Pommroy & Co. 
744 Broadway, N. Y., that having perfected their Band 
Trusses, they now send them to patients on trial, sub- 
ject to return if not satisfactory. For particulars, 
write to them, referring to this notice. 








MARRIED. 


Announcements of Marriages Firty ceNTs each, and the sig- 
nature and address of the party sending should accompany the 
notice.] : 

Jonzs—WuiTELAw.—On the ist of December, at Grace (Epis- 
copel) Church, Astoria, Oregon, by the Rev. F. A. Hyland, Lieut. 
8. R. JonzEs, Fourth U. 8. Artillery, to Miss Mary J. WHITELAW. 
No cards, 

McLzan—Gorpon.—On Dec. 29, at the Memor’al Church, Bal- 
timore. Md., P. C. MoLuan, Lieutenant U. 8. Navy, to Emmy C., 
youngest daughter of the late Alex. B. Gordon, 


DIED. 
Brigf ncements will be inserted under this head without 
“Obit notices and resolutions should be paid for at the 
rate of two cents a word, unless it is intended to leave the question 
their insertion to the discretion of the Editor. 


ENNETT.—At Fort Abercrombie, Dakota Territory, Dec. 23, 
1814 infant daughter of Captain Clarence E. and Siotha Bennett, 
aged seven (7) weeks. : a +a 

Brirron.—At Kalamaz Michigan, on the morning ©! 
18th of ros 1874, after an illness of seventeen months - 

ulmo! consumption, Marearet, beloved wife of Captain 
Fhomas ritton, Sixth Infantry, U. 8. Army. 

Toledo, Ohio, papers please copy. “ ‘ “ 

_—At Germantown, Pa., Jan. 4, 1875, Hexen Bacon, w 
of Robert E. Coxe, Jr., (late U.S. Army), and daughter of the 
Bacon. 











Watiace.—Dec. 23, 187: 





late Alexander 
of consumption, at the Naval Aca- 
demy, Cadet Midshipman C, WauLacs. 





